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Virginia Florence Schuck Curtis
May 17, 1924-June 20, 2005

Virginia was born in New Jersey on May 17, 1924.  She attended college for two years at Mt. 
Holyoke in Massachusetts.  In 1943, she moved to Southern California where she received a degree 

in religion from Scripps College in Claremont.  In 1946 
she met her future husband, Dwight  and they were mar-
ried that September.  They had two sons: Stanley, born in 
1947 and Arthur, born in 1948.  As the boys grew older, 
Virginia went to work at Portland State College where 
she served as the Methodist representative for Koinonia 
House, an ecumenical campus ministry.  

In 1972, Virginia graduated from Bethany Seminary 
in Illinois and became an ordained United Methodist 
minister.  She served as pastor to churches in San Jose, 
California as well as churches in Salem, West Portland, 
and Junction City, Oregon.  She retired in 1987 but re-
mained active in the church for many years.  In addition 
to her many church activities, she also participated in the 
P.E.O. for over fifty years and was a finalist for “Oregon 
Mother of the Year” in 1984. 

Virginia was preceded in death by her parents, Dr. Arthur 
A. and Olive Schuck, as well as her only sibling, Dr. 

Arthur Schuck, Jr.   She is survived by her husband of 59 years, Dwight; her two sons and their 
wives, Mary Ann and Sheila; her four grandchildren, Alexia, Michel Ann, Bethany, and David; and 
a sister-in-law, Kathryn Curtis of LaVerne, California. 
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Robert Francis Dowrey
February 21, 1931-May 24, 2006

Rev. Robert Francis Dowrey passed away at his home in Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at the age of 
75.  Bob was born the son of Charles and Jennie Dowrey on February 21, 1931 in Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts.  He received his undergraduate degree from Tufts University, and hoped to become a 
physician.  He took a year of biology at Boston University where he became more interested in 
theology.

Entering the U.S. Army in 1954, Bob served as a 
medical technician at Walter Reed Hospital in Wash-
ington, D.C.  While at Walter Reed, he received his 
call to ministry in pastoral care.  He graduated with 
an M. Div. from The Chicago Theological Seminary 
in 1959.  Bob moved to Oregon and served the Or-
egon-Idaho Annual Conference for 36 years.

During Bob’s ministry he served churches in Med-
ford, Rainier, Weston, Sutherlin-Wilbur, Wasco, 
Arlington, North Powder-Union, Portland Patton 
Central, Nehalem-Garibaldi, Aberdeen-American 
Falls, Glenns Ferry-King Hill, and Heppner.  After 
retirement he served nearly eleven years as a volun-
teer chaplain at the Mid-Columbia Medical Center 
Hospital in The Dalles.  Bob was actively involved 
in the conference camp and retreat ministry, leading 
camps at both Magruder and Wallowa Lake.  He also 
served on the Conference Board of Trustees.

In 1961 Bob married Catherine Carter, his wife of 44 
years.  Together they had a son John, who pre-deceased him; two daughters, Leslie Gover, and Jen-
nifer Fridley; and three grandchildren, Christopher, Steven, and Katie.

His memorial service was held in The Dalles on June 1, 2006.
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Charles Wilson Easley, Jr.
December 31, 1919-May 27, 2006

Reverend Charles Wilson Easley, Jr. died Saturday, May 27, at home in Rockaway Beach, Oregon.  
He was 86.

He was born in Kansas City, Missouri, the only child of 
Charles W. Easley, Sr. and Kathryn Marian Wheeler.  He 
graduated from East High School in Kansas City, MO.  
Charles continued his education at Baker University in 
Baldwin City, Kansas, and seminary at Garrett Theologi-
cal School in Evanston, Illinois.  In 1965 he returned to 
seminary for one year at the Pacific School of Religion, 
Berkeley, CA.

Charles began serving Methodist churches as a col-
lege and seminary student.  He met his first wife, Erma 
Annette Riedel, at Garrett and they married June 10, 
1945.  They moved to American Falls, Idaho, where he 
served his first full-time appointment and substituted as 
a history teacher.  In Idaho he was minister to churches 
in Wendell, Hagerman, Buhl, Castleford, Payette, Boise, 
and Meridian.  Charles was a District Superintendent in 
the Idaho Conference in the 1960s. 

He served Oregon congregations in Cottage Grove, 
Salem, The Dalles, and Eugene.  After serving in Eugene 
Charles retired, and he and Erma moved to Rockaway Beach, OR.  Erma died in 1986.  He met 
Mary Beal at the Magruder United Methodist Camp, and they were married on March 14, 1987, at 
the Roseburg United Methodist Church.

His family and friends will remember Charles for his great sense of humor.  Charles enjoyed travel-
ing throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, and China.  His recent hobbies were photogra-
phy and reading books on history.  He sang in the Tillamook United Methodist Church choir, was a 
member of the chimes choir, and served on many church committees.  Charles and Mary volun-
teered for Habitat for Humanity, worked crossword puzzles, and traveled with the Tillicum Chapter 
of the Good Sam Club.

In addition to Mary, Charles is also survived by daughters Marian Veley of Philomath, OR, Sylvia 
Salcedo of Hillsboro, OR, and Joyce Easley of Cornelius, OR.; six grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service was held June 3 at the Tillamook United Methodist Church.
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Earl Wesley Fedje
July 31, 1928-October 21, 2005

Earl Wesley Fedje was born in Mitchell, 
South Dakota on July 31, 1928.   He was the 
youngest of three sons; his father (Roy Fedje, 
a Norwegian immigrant) was a Methodist pas-
tor in a small Mitchell church.  Earl’s mother, 
Norma, a bubbly New Yorker, found her new 
environment very different from New York 
bustle, but her personality and love more than 
doubled Roy’s congregation.  In this depres-
sion era, Earl did numerous jobs to help the 
family survive.  When the family moved to 
Oregon and served in several rural churches, 
Earl developed a love for the sea.

He did well in school, won scholarships to 
Willamette University and to Boston Univer-
sity where he studied philosophy and reli-
gion.  In 1955, he married an Australian, Joan 
Russell.  Earl decided to combine his love of 
the sea and pastoral work by joining the Navy 
as a chaplain in 1956.  For many years, Joan 

and Earl and their three children enjoyed the travel and stimulation of Navy life.  They lived in San 
Diego, Great Lakes, Washington DC, Princeton University (where Earl achieved his Masters degree 
in comparative religions), Newport, Japan, and Australia.

In 1968, he was ordered to Vietnam to direct a Vietnamization Program under the guidance of his 
mentor, the late Admiral Zumwalt.  Earl volunteered for a second tour in Vietnam and was awarded 
a Legion of Merit with Combat ‘V’, Navy Commendation Medal/Combat Action Ribbon, Presiden-
tial Unit Citation, Navy Unit Commendation, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, National Service 
Medal with 3 Bronze stars, Republic of Vietnam Armed forces Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry 
Cross), Republic of Vietnam First Class Civil Actions Medal, and Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal.  Earl’s missions in Vietnam were to educate both sides to a common belief that human 
needs are equal and this understanding is necessary for peace.

After Vietnam, Earl continued a highly successful “Personal Response” program 
in Puerto Rico.  His final duty was in Honolulu, Hawaii, with the Marines in Kancohe.  When 
Earl retired in 1977, the Marines gave him a rousing parade and expressed deep appreciation for 
his Naval service.   The family remained in Hawaii for 17 years during which time Earl began an 
insurance business, became company director and used his honed “people skills” and deep spiritual 
beliefs to build a highly moral business where clients “came first.”  Hawaii’s governor included 
Earl on a prestigious Blue Ribbon panel to reform healthcare statewide.  His company, Planning 
Services, continues today.

When the Fedje children began their own lives, Earl and Joan moved to Colorado where Earl found 
numerous ways to serve.  He helped establish a Credit Union, improved the local library, worked 
with deprived teenagers, and was always available to help with local improvement projects.  Earl 
was a man proud of his Norwegian heritage, and proud of his father’s legacy.  He faced his final 
tragic illness with dignity, amazing courage and the deepest belief that God would give him final 
sanctuary with the loved ones who had preceded him.  He was God’s servant and with all his being, 
proud and honored to give whatever God required of him.
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Ralph Doughton Ohling
July 7, 1923-March 15, 2006

Ralph Ohling was born July 7, 1923 in Seattle, 
Washington to Charles and Margaret McGil-
christ Ohling.  He graduated from Grant High 
School, in Portland, in 1941.  He attended 
Oregon State University from 1941 to 1943 
with a major in chemistry.  In June of 1943 he 
entered the U.S. Army and served until March 
of 1946.  He was awarded the Purple Heart 
while in the European Theater, from wounds 
received in action in 1944.  While overseas 
he became a Christian and felt called to the 
ministry.  He attended Willamette University 
from 1946-1948.  He then finished his educa-
tion at Asbury Theological Seminary, receiving 
a Masters of Divinity in 1951.

In 1951, Ralph was appointed to be the pas-
tor at the Alpine and McFarland Methodist 
Churches.  It was in Alpine that he met and 
married his wife, Maxine Larkin, on March 26, 
1955.  It was there that their first child, Timo-
thy Ralph, was born.  In 1966 they adopted 
their two daughters, Deborah Maxine and 
Rebekah Mary.  

Ralph served as pastor at LaGrande, Monroe, West Linn, Rainier, Veneta, Unity, McCabe, Drain 
and Yoncalla, Shedd and Halsey, and Goldhill and Upper Rogue.  He and Maxine retired in 1987 
and moved to Salem.  From Salem, they moved to Newberg and then to Gresham in 1998 where 
they made their home with their daughter Becky.

Ralph’s hobbies included photography, developing his film and taking pictures at school sports 
events.  His favorite hobby was Ham radio with the call sign of WB 700L.  He belonged to a mis-
sionary net.  He loved to talk on his radio whenever he could.  He enjoyed jogging until his health 
failed and then he took to walking.

He is survived by his wife Maxine; son Timothy and his wife Mary and their two sons Paul and 
Robert of Scappoose;  two daughters, Deborah and her son Daniel of Shedd; Rebekah McColljm 
and her husband, Kevin and their three daughters, Nicole, Kourtney, and Aleaca.  
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Glenn A. Olds
February 28, 1921-March 11, 2006

After a lifetime of public service as minister, professor, college president, ambassador and states-
man, Glenn A. Olds passed away quietly on March 11, 2006.  The Olds family came to Oregon by 
wagon train in 1850.  Glenn was born in Sherwood on February 28, 1921, son of Hazel and Glenn 
A. Olds, Sr., logger and boxing champion, and brother of Ross and Jack Olds.
 
Graduating from Estacada High School (1938) and Willamette University (1942), he worked as 
dishwasher, forest lookout ranger, Oregon Caves guide, and dance band leader.  Receiving his bach-
elor of divinity from Garrett Theological Seminary,  Glenn was ordained in the Methodist Church, 
serving churches in Harrisburg, Junction City, Salem, Astoria, and Oak Park, Illinois, and was 
known throughout life for his inspirational sermons.  With a master’s degree from Northwestern 
and  PhD from Yale University in philosophy in 1948, he was appointed professor of philosophy 
at Depauw University, Garrett, and Northwestern.  He taught at eight other institutions including 
American University and Portland State University, and worked as University of Denver chaplain 
and director of Cornell United Religious Works.

At age 37, Glenn became president of Springfield 
College in Massachusetts, and in 1965, University 
Dean of international studies and world affairs in 
the State University of New York system. He served 
under four U.S. Presidents (Eisenhower, Kennedy, 
Johnson, and Nixon) as consultant to the Peace 
Corps, principal architect of VISTA in the War on 
Poverty, special assistant for policy and manpower 
development to President Nixon, and U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council.  

Arriving as president of Kent State University in 
1971, his mission was to heal a troubled campus 
following the shooting tragedy there.  In 1977 he 
undertook the challenge of re-opening a Method-
ist liberal arts college in Anchorage as president of 
Alaska Pacific University.  In 1986 he ran a close 
race as Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate in 
Alaska.  President and CEO of the Fetzer Founda-
tion and Ted Turner’s Better World Society, Glenn 
returned to Alaska to work with the Governor as 
Commissioner of Commerce and Economic Devel-
opment and of Natural Resources.  

He served on boards of numerous public service associations, chaired the World Federalist board 
and co-chaired the Council of Senior Fellows for the Society for Values in Higher Education.  
Author and recipient of 10 honorary doctorates here and abroad, he was widely known as one of  
America’s premier public speakers.   

Glenn is survived by his wife and life partner in service, Dr. Eva B. Olds, poet, professor and oral 
interpreter; daughter, Dr. Linda E. Olds, professor of psychology and religious studies at Linfield 
College; son Dr. G. Richard Olds, chair of medicine at Medical College of Wisconsin;  daughter-
in-law, Jackie E. Olds; and grandchildren, Glenn R. Olds, Jr. and wife Tori,  J. Michael Olds, and 
Trevor N. Olds.



Memoirs   317

Roger William Thompson
December 20, 1918-September 13, 2005

Roger  was born and raised in Syracuse, 
NY, on December 20, 1918, the only child 
of James Jay Thompson of New York State 
and Alice Melinda Head of Ontario, Canada.  
Roger graduated from Blodgett Vocational 
High School in January of 1938.   He was a 
graduate of Tusculum College in Greeneville, 
Tennessee, graduating in June of 1944.  While 
at Tusculum, he met, courted, and fell in love 
with his Southern Belle, Mary Lucile Cor-
bett.  Roger felt a calling to serve the Lord in 
pastoral ministry and was greatly influenced 
by his youth  pastor, the Reverend Gordon 
Gould, a Native Alaskan.  Roger attended  
Drew Theological Seminary where he earned 
a Bachelor of Divinity degree.  On August 29, 
1946, Roger and Mary were married and began 
a 59-year marriage together. 

Roger and Mary were parents of five children, 
all born in  New York: Melinda Lucile, Roger 
William, Jr., Mary Ann, James Corbett and 
John Mark Thompson.  Nine grandchildren 

were welcomed into the family:  Jay, Matt, Jim, Heather, Sadie, Allison, Natalie, Amy and Megan.  
Nine great-grandchildren added joy to his life:  Chelsea, Joshua, Austin, Riley, Kaitlyn, Sidney, 
Regan, Reese and Matthew. 

During his career as a minister in the United Methodist Church, he served several churches on Long  
Island, New York: Woodbury, West Hills, Cold Spring Harbor, Albertson, and Northport.  In 1961, 
he felt a calling to serve  in the Alaska Missionary Conference, where he served First Methodist 
Church in Anchorage.  Following his six years’ tenure in Alaska, he returned to Dobbs Ferry, NY, 
and then to Meriden, CT, prior to a second calling to the Anchorage ministry.  He concluded his 
forty-one year career serving two United Methodist churches in the greater Portland area: Tualatin 
and Montavilla.  Guided by his stewardship and leadership ability, congregations grew, churches 
were built or expanded, and the lives of many people in his church and community were influenced.

Roger had many interests. He was an active Rotarian for 30 years.  He enjoyed photography, 
tinkering in his woodshop, and making sure his car was shiny and running well.  He loved camping 
with his family and friends and traveling just wherever the Lord would lead him.  Roger and Mary 
appreciated good music together. 

Upon retirement in 1985, Roger and Mary moved to Odell, Oregon, where they spent almost 
twenty years.  In 2005, with Roger’s health failing, they moved into an assisted living facility in 
Hillsboro, Oregon, close to three of their grown children and their families.  On September 13, 
2005, with Mary and his family at his side, he was welcomed into his heavenly home. 
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CLERGY  SPOUSE

Patricia Ann Easley
June 27, 1931-October 24, 2005

Patricia Ann “Pat” Peterson Easley died 
October 24, 2005, of advanced breast cancer.  
She was 74.  She was the wife of the Reverend 
Henry Easley, a member of the Oregon-Idaho 
Annual Conference.  Rev. Easley served at 
Seaside and Drain-Yoncalla before retiring 
in1997.  He also served in the Mississippi 
Conference and as an army chaplain.

Pat was born June 27, 1931, in Tacoma, 
to Konrad and Cora Berg Peterson.  She 
graduated from Peninsula High School in 
Gig Harbor, Washington, and later received a 
bachelor’s degree in music from the University 
of Oregon.  She had lived in the Eugene area 
for 19 years.

A member of the Oregon Music Teachers 
Association, the American Guild of Organists 
and the Eugene Symphony Guild, Pat also was 
active in PEO and the music program at First 
United Methodist Church, and was musician 
for the Sons of Norway.

Pat served as organist for Army chapels and for the Seaside, Drain and Yoncalla United Methodist 
Churches.  She substituted in 14 churches in the Eugene/Springfield area.

Pat received the Bi-Centennial Hymn Award at the 1983 Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference for the 
hymn “With God We Will Succeed,” written with cooperation by Melodie Chenevert, a member of 
Seaside UMC.  It was chosen to be used to commemorate the Bi-Centennial in 1984 and is printed 
in the 1983 Journal.  The Sanctuary Choir of First UMC, Eugene sang the hymn at Pat’s memorial 
service.  It is an inspiring hymn with a Wesleyan emphasis.

Survivors include her husband, Henry Easley; a daughter, Carrie Easley and son-in-law N. B. 
Moore of LaVergne, Tennessee; two brothers and seven sisters.

Memorial services were held in Gig Harbor and in Eugene.
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Marjorie Armstrong Brown Harvey
September 10, 1928-July 27, 2005

 
Music was Marjorie’s life—music given to God.  She started early piano lessons at age four, play-
ing the organ at the First Presbyterian Church of Indianola, Iowa, as soon as her feet could reach 
the pedals.   But Marjorie was too spirited and energetic to do nothing but music.  She loved to ride 
the horse her father gave her after she had learned to fall from the top rung of a step ladder, falling 
on her shoulder without hurting herself.

Marjorie went to Cottey College, a two-year school for women in Nevada, Missouri, majoring in 
music.  During that time, she joined the P.E.O., a women’s organization which was important to her 
all her life.   She returned to Indianola to graduate from Simpson College.

After a semester of graduate study in music at Il-
linois James Millikan University, Marjorie tried of-
fice work for a while, but it didn’t take!  She began 
to consider going to seminary to study music and 
theology.  In the meantime, she spent a summer in 
Norway with the Experiment in International Liv-
ing.  Crossing on a student ship, they encountered 
a hurricane in the mid-north Atlantic.  All passen-
gers were ordered to their staterooms.  Everyone 
went, except one person—Marjorie.   She had one 
arm wrapped around the railing just outside the 
stateroom, laughing with the foam in her face and 
having a glorious time.  A crew member promptly 
and firmly ushered her to her stateroom.

Shortly after her return from Norway, Marjorie 
contracted polio.  She was totally paralyzed for 
three days.  She just barely recovered sufficiently 

to leave for San Francisco Theological Seminary in the fall of 1953.  By divine coincidence (Bob 
was convinced), Bob returned to the Seminary that fall after a year’s internship.  Some time in Feb-
ruary, Bob and Marjorie stopped eyeing each other with suspicion.  On April 18, 1954 they were 
engaged.  On October 5th of the same year, they were married.

Marjorie provided a ministry of music in all the churches that she and Bob served: organist, choir 
director, children’s choir, bell choir, though never all at the same time.  There was a lull during the 
birthing and rearing of three children.  It was an opportunity to develop her skill as a teacher.

While serving the First Presbyterian Church in Twin Falls, Idaho, Marjorie had two excellent op-
portunities.  When Kitty and Earl Riddle left Twin Falls to take an appointment at Caldwell, Kitty 
recommended Marjorie to replace her as accompanist for an excellent voice teacher.  She also 
studied with a distinguished piano teacher and concert artist.

In Portland and Beaverton, Marjorie did professional accompanying, was organist, and choir direc-
tor at the Beaverton United Methodist Church.  She built up a large studio of private piano students.

While at Morningside, Marjorie again developed a large studio and filled in as organist from time to 
time.  As she did every place, she worked in local state and national Music Teachers’ Associations.  
When Marjorie and Bob went to Liberia to teach at the Gbarnga School of Theology, Marjorie 
taught a few students on a battery-operated keyboard and led a choir of 10 or 12 students who 
couldn’t read a note of music.  She loved it!
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Marjorie was an avid bridge player, loved camping, and accompanied Bob on several back-packing 
trips.  Already affected by post-polio syndrome before going to Liberia, Marjorie suffered extensive 
injuries in a devastating vehicle accident while traveling in a local minivan.  After returning to the 
States, she resumed teaching piano but she was never really well again.  She was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease in late 1997.  She spent the last three years of her life in a secured unit of a 
nursing home and died on July 27, 2005.

Hilda Pearl McMurtrey
August 21, 1916-December 26, 2005

Hilda McMurtrey died December 26, 2005 at the Milwaukie Convalescence Center where she 
suffered from Alzheimer’s disease. She was born August 21, 1916 in Springdale, Arkansas to Pearl 
Sullivan and Hillry Kuechler.  Her early childhood was in Kiefee, Oklahoma.

Hilda attended Northeastern Teachers College in Tablequah, Oklahoma where she met John  L. 
McMurtrey.  They were married December 20, 1941 in Kiefee.  They had three children, Ann, Bob 
and Jerry, who were born during the war years.
 
The McMurtreys moved to Oregon in 1947.   Hilda taught school at Glenpool High School, Glen-
pool, Oklahoma;  Illinois Valley High School, Cave Junction, Oregon; Wasco Junior High, Wasco, 
Oregon;  Sherman County High School, Moro, Oregon;  and Ogden Junior High School in Oregon 
City, Oregon.

After retirement, John and Hilda traveled to many corners of the world.  When their health failed, 
they moved to The Town Village, in Clackamas, Oregon until John died in 2001.  Hilda moved to 
Milwaukie Convalescence Center when she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease.
 
Hilda is survived by her three children and their spouses:  Ann McMurtrey, Bob and Debra McMur-
trey, and Jerry and Gail McMurtrey; her six grandchildren and spouses: Christian and Jennifer Mc-
Murtrey, Jason and Jami McMurtrey, Stephen and Angi McMurtrey, Melissa McMurtrey, Kenneth 
and Staci McMurtrey Caldwell and Amy McMurtrey;  and her four great-grandchildren: Felicia 
McMurtrey, Mathew McMurtrey, Caelan McMurtrey and Connor McMurtrey.

A service of memory was held at the St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Milwaukie, on January 4, 
2006.
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Martha C. Schneider
December 16, 1911-October 21, 2005

Martha Chloe Rinehart was born on December 16, 1911 to Rufus and Leota Rinehart on their farm 
in Rose County, Ohio.  Paint Creek flooded that December and mother and baby had to be evacu-
ated from the bedroom window of the second floor in a rowboat.

Martha grew up in a loving family which included four brothers and two sisters.  Every morning 
after breakfast the family gathered by the big dining room window for devotions.  It was then off 
to school carrying a baked potato to keep their hands warm and also to be their lunch at noontime.  
As  a teen-ager during a missionary service, Martha 
felt God call her to be a missionary to India.  She 
attended Chicago Evangelistic Institute where she 
met David.  What a great romance:  concerts in the 
park, museums (free on Thursdays), walks along 
Lake Michigan and all of this during the Great 
Depression.  

They were married on July 6, 1935 in the parlor of 
her parents’ home.  In that same home Mary Martha 
was born the following year.  Karolyn was born in 
1937 in San Antonio, Texas where they were on a 
missionary outreach.   David was teaching at a bible 
school for Mexican nationals.  After completing 
their class work at the Institute, Martha, David and 
the girls took a train to Seattle with the anticipation 
of boarding a ship for India.  
At the last moment, a telegram cancelled their plans 
for India because of the unrest there.   Instead of In-
dia, David and Martha went to work in Guatemala.  
In 1945, a place opened up with World Gospel Mis-
sion in Honduras where David worked with persons in the villages of the country.   Martha gained 
respect and acceptance of the local people and respected their customs and culture.  She taught 
English in the local high school.

Returning from furlough, Martha attended Greenville College in Illinois and received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree.   They returned to Costa Rica to work under the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministry.  In 1963, they returned to the United States and to the then Oregon Conference.  They 
served at Chiloquin-Fort Klamath, Springfield-St. Paul, Portland-Wilshire, Laurelwood, Errol 
Heights, and Klamath Falls before retiring in 1976.  They enjoyed their retirement years in Wood-
burn.  Martha served on the Worship committee of the Woodburn United Methodist Church. 

Martha still had a sense of humor in her later years.  She had a number of infirmities and struggled 
with dementia.  When life was difficult, she used to say that she needed to “take myself in hand.”    
Her watchwords were: persevere, overcome, keep going, change, forgive and love.  As she indi-
cated, she was finding it necessary to “take herself in hand—a lot, lately.”   
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Alta Rachel Wetzel
August 23, 1917-January 20-2006

Alta Rachel Wetzel was born on August 23, 
1917 in Little River, Kansas.  Her parents were 
Florence and Ira Cox.  There were ten children, 
five boys and five girls.  Mary Shugart and Betty 
York of California are the only siblings remain-
ing.  The life of their family was spent in central 
Kansas near Miltonville, as farmers.   Their 
elementary school was at the Behive and their 
high school was at Lyons, Kansas.

Alta attended  Marion College in Marion, 
Indiana.  She did housework and ironing to 
work her way through college.  At college she 
met John Robert Wetzel and they were married 
on August 15, 1943.  They both worked at the 
Anaconda Wire Cable Company, making wire 
for the Signal Corp of the Army during World 
War II.  These jobs paid for the remaining years 
of Bob’s ministerial education and Alta’s teach-
ing credentials.  

Bob accepted his first appointment as an associ-
ate pastor of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church in 1944 in Eugene, Oregon.  Alta was the soloist and pianist, and thus began her life as 
a loving wife of her minister husband.  Assignments followed in Florence, Dallas, and Albany, 
Oregon.  They then served in Spokane and Seattle before returning to Portland.  After they retired, 
they lived in Kirkland, Bellevue and finally at Sequim, Washington..

Surviving Alta are her husband Bob; daughters Pamela Moore and husband Gene, of Port Angeles, 
Dindria Barrow and husband Mike of Tacoma, Darla Barrow of Phoenix and Sephren Barrrow of 
Seattle, Deborah Wetzel of Tacoma; and grandchildren Sean Moore of Seattle, Connemara Pursley 
and husband Dan of Port Angeles, and great-grandchildren Nathan, Joel and Ellie.
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OUR HONORED DEAD
Clergy Members of the Conference

Refer to previous Journals for the list of Our Honored 
Dead prior to the 1968 uniting conference of The 

United Methodist Church.

NAME    DECEASED
Charles M. Donaldson  1968
Gustav A. Storaker   1968
Earl B. Horsell   1968
Walter F. Dodge   1968
P.M. Blenkinsop   1968
James H. Royer   1968
H. Guy Goodsell   1968
Earl W. Terry   1968
John Place   1968
John W. Warrell   1968
Robert M. Gatke   1968
David C. Brooks   1969
Olney L. Kendall   1969
J. Palmer Sorlien   1969
Milton H. Greenlee   1969
Virgil Bolen   1970
A.E. Davis   1970
Noah E. Hershey   1970
Frank A. Lenz   1970
Emory M. Petticord   1970
Glen Randall Phillips   1970
   (Bishop Portland Area 1967-68)
Albert E. Place   1970
Neal Raymond Van Loon  1970
Andrew Langendorf   1971
Everett W. Palmer   1971
  (Bishop Portland Area 1968-71)
Claud H. Cowdy   1971
William W. Parker   1971
P. Malcolm Hammond  1971
Cecil G. Hannan   1972
Louis C. Kirby   1972
Alfred T. Hanson   1972
Jane B. “Josie” Horine  1972
Donald A. Martin   1972
Clark M. Smith   1972
Edward E. Dixon   1973
Jacob C. Johannes   1973
Miss Leila Luckey   1973
Leonard J. Ruff   1973
S. Raynor Smith, Sr.   1973
Edward Martindale Woods  1973
Milton A. Marcy   1973
Lennox Grove Weaver  1973
Jouette P. Bray   1974
Harold Nathan Nye   1974
Robert McIlvenna   1974
Thomas Hilson   1974
Joda L. Buck   1974
Aaron J. Neufeld   1974
Joseph Pope   1974
Rinke A. Feenstra   1975

Walter W. Appleyard   1975
Edward A. Bawden   1975
Edward J. Aschenbrenner  1975
John B. Sims   1975
O.A. Jewell   1975
Oscar V. Luchs   1975
Elmer R. Burkey   1975
Joyce S. Kendall   1976
John H. McDonald   1976
Charles Whelchel   1976
Harley A. Zeller   1976
Christian W. Bauman   1976
Ralph Monroe Logsdon  1977
Stanley Dallas McNeil  1977
James J. Fleming   1977
Henry J. Gernhardt, Sr.  1977
Marion C. Smith   1977
Roy W. Knight   1977
Eugene V. Hamblen   1978
Walter Warner   1978
Thomas O. Hill   1978
Joseph H. Coulter   1978
Alfred L. Lonsberry   1978
Ralph H. Richardson   1978
Gertrude Boyd Crane   1978
Herman G. Hermann   1979
Meredith A. Groves   1979
Gerald H. Kennedy   1979
    (Bishop Portland Area 1949-52)
John Ginter, Sr.   1979
Masaji Goto   1979
Ethel Williams   1979
Paul Means   1980
Wayne Forbes   1980
Stanford Moore   1980
Cloyd V. Gustavson   1981
Wilmer A. Briggs   1981
Samuel D. Johnson   1981
Floyd S. Magsig   1981
Aubree M. Thomas   1981
George F. Gordon   1981
William N. Byars   1982
Cyril Dorsett   1982
Sidney Smith   1982
Laurain M. Wahlquist  1982
Woodrow D. Harris   1983
Fenton G. Roscoe   1983
Wendell L. Coe   1984
I.L. Shaver   1984
Collis C. Blair   1984
Ralph E. Smith   1984
Violet L. Bolliger   1984
Edward J. Stubbs   1984
Michael L. Collins   1984
Fremont Faul   1984
Revelle E. Roach   1985
Harold S. Shellhart   1985
Merle W. Burres   1985
John L. Cross   1985
Howard A. Seymour   1985
John Shepherd Wood   1985
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Jasper M. Ricker   1986
Mark A. Chamberlain  1986
Dayton Loomis   1986
Francis M. Hayashi   1987
William M. Orr   1987
Daniel Henry Schulze  1987
Alva Elmer Gilbert   1987
Raymond Conover Shaw  1988
George Roseberry   1988
Recter W. Johnson   1988
T. Askew Crumbley   1988
Frank B. Drew   1988
Ruth Cotton   1989
Charles Ellery Echlin   1989
Charles H. Reep   1989
Ben F. Browning   1989
William C. Hartford   1989
Austin Leonard McGhee  1989
Orville Leonard Covault  1989
Merrill Hurst Fox   1989
Harold Frank Mackey  1989
Floyd Edward White   1989
Kenneth F. Abbott   1990
Julaine Ann Hays   1990
Edward Terry   1990
Daniel F. Brose   1990
Henry H. Dockter   1990
Arthur L. Hansen   1991
Ormal B. Trick   1991
Stanley Doyle Trefren  1991
C. Gene Albertson   1991
William G. Tennant   1991
Dwight E. Wilcher   1992
Ralph S. Lawrence   1992
La Vernae Hohnbaum  1992
William O. Walker   1992
Charles McDonald   1992
Stanley J. Schmelling   1992
Lyle H. Willard   1993
Everett H. Gardner   1993
William B. Hoffhines   1993
H. Laron Hall   1994
Walter C. Hines   1994
Carl Mason   1994
Sydney B. Corl   1994
Orval M Whitman   1994
Kenneth G. Coggon   1994
Roy R. Finch   1994
Carl Heinmiller   1994
David Schneider   1994
Maurice Gunn   1994
Pio Julian Daba   1995
John N. Garrabrandt   1995
Leonard Clark   1995
Burton C. Bastuscheck  1995
George Trobough   1995
Harold Black   1995
Mark L. Lloyd   1995
John R. Qualley   1996
Hugh Tattersall   1996
Ralph Fothergill   1996

Kenneth Simonds   1996
Merle Benson   1997
Myron “Mike” Hall   1997
Delbert Keller   1997
Harry Monroe   1997
Ernestine Hitchcock   1998
Arshad Haqq   1998
C. Everett Moles   1998
Laurance A. Burdette   1998
Paul Henry   1998
Sydney Gaither   1998
Ralph Kleen   1998
Luis Bové    1999
John Trost    1999
James L. Wilson   1999
Alice May Woolley   1999
L. Edwin Cooke   1999
Robert McNabb   1999
Harry Christian Ryan   1999
W. Maynard Sparks   1999
   (Bishop, Portland Area 1971-1972)
Clarence R. Desler   1999
Edward V. Hargreaves  1999
Donald S. Campbell   1999
John Hugh Cummings  2000
Herschel W. Hall   2000
G. Thomas Skyler Sr.   2000
G. Wesley Turner   2000
Alford Vosper   2000
James Ritchey Crowe   2000
David Smith   2001
C. Keith Mills   2001
John McMurtrey   2001
James Donald Crego   2001
Dale J. Nicholson   2001
George Boner   2001
Waichi Oyanagi   2001
Ernest Wilson   2001
Paul Rademacher   2002
Warren C. Thomas   2002
George Emerson   2002
H. James Jenkins   2002
Allen C. Lambert   2002
Paul O. Jewell   2002
Hideo Hashimoto   2003
Carol Youngbird-Holt  2003
H. Dwight Townsen   2003
William D. Bray   2003
Cecil William Stanley  2003
L. Max Wills   2003
Edwin C. Bayly   2004
Albert Boyer   2004
Marvyn Shay   2004
Theodore Buzzard   2004
Elizabeth Boerl  2004
Edwin Cutting  2005
David Helms-Peyer  2005
Virginia Florence Shuck Curtis 2005
Roger William Thompson 2005
Earl Wesley Fedje  2005
Glenn Olds  2006
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Ralph Doughton Ohling 2006
Robert Francis Dowrey 2006
Charles Wilson Easley 2006
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Memorial
Gifts

Any person who contributes the sum of $500 or more
to the Oregon-Idaho Ministers’ Retirement Fund of the

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference may designate a rela-
tive or friend in whose name the gift shall be held as a
memorial. Churches or Sunday Schools contributing a

like amount may have the same privilege. The name thus 
honored shall appear year by year on the special pages

that follow in the Journal

Legacies and gifts are solicited from all who would honor 
a dear one, and perpetuate his or her name and influence 

through the years.

For information:
Robert C. Meyers
1505 SW 18th Ave
Portland, OR 97201

(503) 226-7931
bob@umoi.org
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IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE

IN HONOR OF OUR RETIRED MINISTERS
 Servants of God who went about doing good — Dr. and Mrs. L. F. Belknap

IN MEMORY OF EDWIN J. PEARSON
 He rejoiced in being a friend of man — His brother, Arthur Pearson

IN MEMORY OF OUR PARENTS
 Some work begun, some deed of kindness done — Mr. and Mrs. Steven Moss

A MEMORIAL TO ALEXANDER R. MacLEAN
 He laid the foundation on which others are now building — Mr. and Mrs. H.L. German

IN MEMORY OF THE REV. HIRAM GOULD
 He loved to tell the story of Jesus and His Love
 Mrs. V. V. Gould and Mrs. Aedene Gould

A MEMORIAL TO MILON and JENNIE VAN GILDER
 Their daughter, Mrs. Sargent

IN MEMORY OF DR. CLARENCE TRUE WILSON
 Inspiring leader in the cause of Temperance. — Mr. and Mrs. Truman Collins

IN MEMORY OF DR. FRANK L. WEMETT
 A good minister of Jesus Christ - The First Methodist Church of Klamath Falls

IN HONOR OF TWO DECEASED MEMBERS
 Faithful followers of Him who went about doing good 
 The First Methodist Church of McMinnville

IN MEMORY OF DR. and MRS. HENRY D. KIMBALL
 Western Pioneers in Theological Education — Kimball School of Theology

IN MEMORY OF BRUCE R. BAXTER
 Educator, Friend of Youth, Bishop Belovedt
 Members of the Oregon Annual Conference

IN MEMORY OF DR. and MRS. GEORGE C. CASPER
 Miss Philippa Hogan and friends — First Methodist Church of Klamath Falls

IN MEMORY OF MR. and MRS. M. S. HERRING
 Former members of Rose City Park Church of Portland

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT K. KELLER
 For many years a faithful member of First Methodist Church of Portland

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MR. and MRS. HENRY L. GERMAN
 Members of Sellwood church. 
 Mr. German served faithfully as treasurer of the Methodist Ministers’ Retirment Fund

IN LOVING MEMORY OF FAMILIES OF HADLEY AND OF HARTFORD
 By Reverend William C. and Sara H. Hartford

IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAUL LUDLOW
 A dedicated teacher and minister who in his compassionate concern for persons
 was courageous in speaking out and working for Christian causes. 
 By his wife, Frances Ludlow, Family and Friends

IN LOVING MEMORY OF FLORIS CROSS HARTFORD
 By William Christian Hartford
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IN MEMORY OF JODA LEONARD BUCK
 One person ... One Lifetime ... So many beautiful memories
 His family and many friends whose lives he touched in fifty two years in the ministry. 
 Mrs. Floy O. Buck

IN LOVING MEMORY OF REV. STANLEY DALLAS McNEIL
 By his wife, Florence G. McNeil; son, Stanley Dallas, and wife, Mary Anne McNeil; 
 and grandsons, John Dallas and Jason Paul McNeil

THE ATKINSON FOUNDATION

IN MEMORY OF REV. F. A. SCHUMANN
 A gifted public speaker and a successful worker in the Kingdom
 By his wife, Mrs. Maria D. Schumann

IN MEMORY OF OUR FRIENDS
 Whom we have loved and lost awhile in the churches we were given to serve
 Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Pope

IN MEMORY OF MRS. VIOLA FROMONG
 Charter member, consistent and sacrificial worker in 
 The Methodist Community Church, Willamette, Oregon

IN HONOR OF THE LATE WILLIAM CHALMERS LAWRENCE
 A faithful member of Sellwood Methodist Church — By his wife, Minnie E. W. Lawrence

IN LOVING MEMORY OF M. EVELYN LAWRENCE
 A staunch Christian character who gave happiness to many
 By her mother, Nommie E. W. Lawrence

IN MEMORY OF JENNIE DOROTHY McGILVRA
 “Her children rise up and call her blessed.” — By Clarence T. McGilvra

IN MEMORY OF Z. FRANK SUTTON
 Whom we loved — By Mrs. Z. Frank Sutton and family

IN MEMORY OF MR. and MRS. S. C. TURNER AND MISS ELLA POWELL
 For many years active members of the First Methodist Church of Astoria

IN MEMORY OF THE REV. EDGAR L. WHITE
 Faithful pastor of the Idaho Conference — By his wife, Winnifred F. White

IN MEMORY OF BISHOP and MRS. A. RAYMOND GRANT
 Given by Jean Grant Salman and Ruth Peterson

IN MEMORY OF REV. HENRY PRYER AND MRS. MARY JANE PRYER
 Who served faithfully in the Idaho Conference
 Given by their daughter, Mrs. Winifred White

IN MEMORY OF DAVID O. and JULIA B. LEAR
 Always active Christians and life-long Methodists
 Given by their son and his wife, Dwight and Margaret Lear

IN MEMORY OF REV. GEORGE WILLIS BARNES, D.D.
 A long-time pastor, Presiding Elder, and District Superintendent of the former 
 Idaho Conference — Given by his daughter, Marion Barnes

IN LOVING MEMORY OF THE REV. DR. CARL HEINMILLER
 Leader and supporter of Missions around the world — Given by his wife, Ruth Heinmiller

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD and LUCILLE ROSE
 Servant leaders at Pioneer United Methodist Church, St. John (Portland)


