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Disasters, disasters, disasters.

2005 was a year of challenges and opportunities for the UMVIM program. Hurricane Katrina provided the need for many volunteers. With hundred of offers of “what can I do?” the UMVIM program established a data base of interested individuals in our conference.

The hurricane season also provided us with an opportunity to educate folks about who and what UVMIM is. UMVIM teams are not the disaster relief teams that many were anxious to join. We send teams only after the coordinators in the disaster area are ready for rebuilding teams to start the long process. UMVIM teams will be needed in the Gulf Coast area for years to come, and the UMVIM program is in place to provide the infrastructure for help to go on for many, many years. 

Several churches in the Oregon-Idaho Conference are sending youth teams to the Gulf in the summer of 2006.  Although the 2005 hurricane season wreaked havoc in our own country, there are still people around the world who are also in need of our assistance. We would encourage you to consider sending teams to the Gulf as well as other areas of need around the world.

