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2008 GENERAL CONFERENCE

There are several ways you can stay up to date with what's happening at 2008 General
Conference in Fort Worth, Texas, and how our delegation sees things.

Oregon-ldaho Delegation Blog (Read what various people write)
The Bishop® Blog (Read Bishop Hoshibata® impressions)
Official 2008 General Conference website

Today at General Conference

Daily newsletter and news briefs

Streaming video podcast

Streaming audio podcast

Legislation Tracking

RSS feed

General Conference photos

Oregon-ldaho Delegate photos

Seventh Day (Tuesday, April 29)
Highlights of Sunday at General Conference (Read more)

Liberia president addresses United Methodists

Liberia President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 69, spoke to the April 29 session of the UM General
Conference. Liberia Bishop John Innis noted that the first woman to be elected president of
an African nation is a graduate of the Methodist College of West Africa, a secondary school
in Liberia. Innis introduced her to the assembly as "your daughter whom you educated."

Johnson Sirleaf thanked the denomination for its 175-year presence in Liberia. There has
been a Methodist presence in the Liberia since it was established by free American slaves in
the 1820s. The church operates hospitals, schools and four mission stations in that nation.

Study of ministry

The 2008 General Conference continued a study of ministry from the preceding
guadrennium. General Conference took similar action in 2004. After four years, the Study of
Ministry Commission found more questions than answers. The group said there was not
sufficient time to resolve the divergent concerns around the ordering of ministry. Delegates
asked the Council of Bishops, in consultation with the UM Board of Higher Education and
Ministry, Board of Discipleship and Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious
Concerns, to establish a 28-member Study of Ministry Commission for 2009-2012. The



delegates also requested $150,000 for the new commission's work.

ELCA bishop® message

Bishop Mark Hanson, a bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and president
of the Lutheran World Federation, preached April 29, a day after delegates approved an
agreement establishing full communion with the ELCA. Pointing to worldwide migration
caused by famine, war, poverty and national disasters, Hanson said the church has good
news to share with a "rootless, restless, hopeless world."

Hymnal revision

The assembly approved the compilation of a new hymnal and the creation of a 27-member
hymnal revision committee, including three bishops, two from each of the five U.S.
jurisdictions, a representative from two groups concerned with liturgy and hymnody, three
representatives from the UM Publishing House, five from the Board of Discipleship and four
chosen for expertise in liturgy and music.

CORR celebrates
The Commission on Religion and Race celebrated its 40th anniversary. The agency was
formed at the 1968 uniting conference in Dallas.

Judicial Council rules on four issues

The Judicial Council meets during General Conference and has ruled on four issues
presented prior to the Fort Worth gathering. The council affirmed two bishopsGdecisions of
law, sustained the church trial conviction and the revoking of credentials of a pastor in the
Rocky Mountain Annual Conference, and ruled that annual conference commissions on
religion and race do not have the authority to investigate complaints.

Mission statement revised

The 2004 Book of Discipline says, "The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ." Delegates added the clause "for the transformation of the world" to the end of that
statement.

Bishop Hoshibata® Blog
(Don® forget you can send Bishop Hoshibata comments via his blog)

Photo of Bob Hoshibata on a bull?
April 29th, 2008

Several people have inquired when they will get to see the photo of me on the bull.
Actually, it is me on the bull and Greta standing next to the bull. | felt sorry for the bull. He
just stood there while hundreds of tourists climbed on him. He is a 16-year-old bull. | think
his name was Lucky.

To answer the question, you will see the photo. SOON!
| am actually pleasantly surprised that a few people read my blog and knew about Greta

and me and Lucky!

Monday on Tuesday
April 29th, 2008



To tell the truth, | am writing this on Tuesday. But it is about Monday. You guessed the
reason why. | was too tired on Monday to write about Monday. Am | making sense? You can
tell I am tired today, too!

Monday@® highlight legislatively: We voted for full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). What does this mean, exactly? It means that officially, both the
UMC and the ELCA will recognize: (1) in each other Qhe one, holy, catholic and apostolic
faithOas expressed in the Scriptures, confessed in the Church® historic creeds, and attested
to in the Lutheran Confessions and the doctrinal standards of the UMC, (2) the authenticity
of each other® Baptism and Eucharist and extend sacramental hospitality to one another®
members, (3) the validity of each communion@® respective ministries, (4) the full
interchangeability and reciprocity of all ordained ministers, subject to approved invitation for
ministry in each communion, and (5) a relationship of working together toward greater
visible unity and structural cooperation. The agreement to be in relationship in this way will
become final when the ELCA votes in 2009.

We received a choir of about 35 children from Uganda. The group is known as the Hope for
Africa Children® Choir. These children were brought together out of lives of poverty and
hopelessness to learn and sing and perform. They were astounding! They captivated our
hearts! And they are testament to the way The United Methodist Church reaches out in love!

There were long, long hours of legislation. In plenary, we worked until past 11 p.m., |
think. | did not notice exactly when we finally adjourned, but most of us just sort of
stumbled out the door into our hotels.

We approved a hew hymnal study committee. There were some interesting comments
shared. One young person shared her opinion urging us not to approve the motion because
she felt that the printed hymnal was a sign of the past. She said that if we are serious about
attracting younger people, a new hymnal will not be helpful. Since many churches are
moving away from printed hymnals to projected words on a screen, funding a hymnal was
not the best stewardship. For the first time, at this General Conference the delegates did
not receive a complementary copy of the hymnal; instead, they received copies of two
booklets of contemporary hymns and songs.

On this day, | am feeling that the amount of energy spent on legislation is extreme! The joy
of worship quickly disintegrates into the drudgery of legislative process guided by Roberts
Rules of Order and the Rules of the General Conference. | was told that by the time the last
recorders of the legislative committees finished their work, it was 2 a.m. | am often up till 2
a.m., but at least it is usually in my home and not at the office!

Tuesday on Tuesday: Her Excellency, the President of Liberia
April 29th, 2008

The highlight of the day: We received the president of the Republic of Liberia, Her
Excellency Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, as she addressed the General Conference. The president
was introduced by her bishop, John Innis, as the Qlaughter of The United Methodist
Church.0

The president thanked the General Conference for the education she received because of
The United Methodist Church and she chronicled the ills of Liberia, the lack of access to
education and the lack of health services, and thanked The UMC for its ministry and mission
in exciting ways, especially combating poverty.



Johnson Sirleaf applauded the ways in which The UMC has stood by the people of Liberia
and has given public voice to the voiceless. She challenged us: Our world CAN be made a
world with a future of hope and promise. Following the address, to a standing ovation,
President Johnson Sirleaf greeted the delegation from Liberia and then stood by with Bishop
Innis as each of us bishops shook her hand. Bishop Innis introduced each one of us. (Ohis is
the Bishop from the Oregon-ldaho Conference,Ohe said to her. She smiled graciously and
greeted me. A great woman; first woman to be elected president of an African nation, and a
United Methodist!

You will probably be hearing about the struggle we have had about the decision to reduce
the number of US bishops by one in each jurisdiction by 2012. A proposal came to General
Conference in 2004. At that time the Committee to Study the Episcopacy was created to
study the issue and report back in 2008. The proposal was thoroughly discussed, debated
and amended by a legislative committee. It was then referred back to the plenary and voted
upon.

This means that in 2012, the Western Jurisdiction will go from having 6 bishops to having 5
bishops for its 7 annual conferences plus one missionary conference. We will need to
engage in study and reflection to determine how we will achieve that change. Reasons for
the proposal are many. Some supported it because it would mean spending less

money. Others felt that because of the urgent need for additional bishops for African nations
where United Methodism is growing in leaps and bounds, we need to use our funds to staff
for growth in areas that are growing. Whatever the reason, the motion passed.

What is my opinion? | am sorry that we have had to go to this extent to balance our
budget. | understand where the support is coming from. That does not mean | agree, but |
understand. | believe that we will be moving toward the reduction of a bishop guided by
God® wisdom. The Western Jurisdiction has already constituted a committee to consider
options. We need to pray for the committee® work. But | think we will be fine. It will be
very different to only have 5 bishops for such a large area, but | believe it can be done, and
it will be done WELL.

What do you think? Let me know what questions you have about this. But more, ask
yourself: Does the reduction of one bishop in the Western Jurisdiction mean that there is no
longer a future with hope?

Oregon-ldaho DelegatesOBlog
(Remember you can send delegation members your comments via their bloqg)

All Means All
April 30, 2008 by Karen Nelson

The following message comes from two of our General Conference volunteers, Carolyn and
Gary Pennington.

Hi Oregon-ldaho Friends,

We have been experiencing General Conference as volunteers, primarily with the group
generally referred to as Common Witness, which is made up of Reconciling United
Methodists, Parents Reconciling Network, Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action
(MFSA), etc.



General Conference as a whole is an amazing combination of worship, singing, committee
work (including sub-committees and sub-sub-committees), plenary sessions, with a good
share of politics strung throughout. The (breachingOhas been amazing too, even a bit of fire
and brimstone. Uplifting and challenging to say the least.

Our volunteer effort has been primarily one of encouraging/speaking for the inclusion in the
UMC of all persons, regardless of age, race, socio-economic status, etc., and specifically
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Our favorite button is one which reads
QALL MEANS ALLO(referring to inclusiveness within the church). Along with other volunteers
from Parents Reconciling Network (PRN), we have handed out to conference attendees over
1,500 rainbow fabric stoles, thousands of daily bulletins, and have served breakfasts and
lunches to delegates and others coming to discussions and presentations on current social
concerns in our church. There have been wonderful examples of holy conferencing and
opportunities for telling our stories and witnessing.

We have appreciated and felt your prayers. Thank you.

Finding Balance
April 30, 2008 by Scott Harkness

OK. Now the rubber of faith hits the road of real life. Inspiring worship is followed with the
hard work of the church. | see a world-wide church struggling to discern how best to move
forward with the mission to Gnake disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world,O(the revised mission statement of our church). Here are a couple of the stresses |1®e
seen at play in the General Conference plenary as we try to find the right balance for a
hopeful future:

1. Connecting with young people

An interesting debate surfaced around the proposal for the creation of a new UM hymnbook.
A new book isn® going to make more young people come to church,Oclaimed a young
delegate from Missouri, Qelationships will.OStating that young people prefer to sing from
words on a screen rather than print, she added that a book that is supposed to contain new
music would be GbutdatedOby the time it was produced. A hymnal revision committee will
be created, but the young people are challenging the church to be more aware and
responsive to emerging technology and the preferences of the young people with whom the
church hopes to connect.

2. Being an international church

The continent of Africa has been very visible at this conference. From the address by Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf, the president of Liberia, to the visiting African choirs that have stirred our
spirits; to the numbers of African delegates speaking in English, Portuguese and French on
various issues; to the admission of the C™e d®voire, the largest conference in United
Methodism. Admission grants them nearly 200 delegates at General Conference. Africa is
emerging as the largest and fastest growing region of United Methodism. The needs are
great.

But the financial engine of United Methodism is the United States, a region declining in
numbers and increasing in age. | saw this tension most clearly in the decision to reduce the
cost of bishops in the U.S. by reducing their number in each jurisdiction by one, (thereby
saving approximately $10 million at current rates), and using these funds to support new



episcopal areas in Africa and the Philippines. By 2012 the Western Jurisdiction will have to
figure out how to live with five bishops rather than the six we now have.

The needs of the central conferences outside the United States are growing at a pace that
seems beyond the ability of the church to fully support. The many calls for new episcopal
areas in our central conferences have to be balanced by the ability of the church to support
them. Most of them have been referred to the Central Conference Commission for study
along with a mandate to return in 2012 with a strategic plan for supporting a growing
church.

| believe our church wants to move into QA Future with Hope,Obut that future requires
change and change isn® easy. Your prayers are needed.

Reduction of Episcopal Areas
April 29, 2008 by Laura Jaquith Bartlett

After prolonged debate, the General Conference just passed a petition to reduce the number
of episcopal areas in each jurisdiction by one (except the Southeast, which is eligible for an
additional bishop, but has declined to add one), beginning Sept. 1, 2012. The final vote:
457-401. We are feeling discouraged at the moment, especially since the legislative
committee (of which Donna Pritchard was a member) had recommended that the petition be
rejected. The thrust of the argument on the floor was that we need the money in the
Episcopal Fund in order to fund more bishops in the central conferences.

Ironically, a man from Central Congo spoke eloquently about how we are all family and that
he does not want to fund anything in Africa that would end up harming another part of the
church. But we were reminded by other speakers that we must live in the QealityOof limited
financial resources; this in spite of numerous opportunities we®@e had to celebrate the
reality of God® abundance.

United Methodist News Service
(Click on this link to read all of the following stories in depth)

CHURCH CELEBRATES 40-YEAR JOURNEY TOWARD INCLUSIVITY
While the journey is not complete and struggles remain, some wrongs have been righted in
commission's first 40 years.

DELEGATES CONTINUE STUDY OF MINISTRY COMMI SSION
A commission studying the ordering of ministry in The United Methodist Church is being
continued for four more years.

JUDICIAL COUNCIL RELEASES RULINGS ON DOCKET ITEMS
The United Methodist Church® supreme court hands down rulings on four cases.

LIBERIA PRESIDENT SIRLEAF ADDRESSES UNITED METHODISTS
Speaking to General Conference, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says her country and her
church share a common commitment to end poverty.

NATIVE AMERI CAN LEADERS HONORED FOR LONGTIME SERVICE
Celebration honors leaders and marks "new beginning" for United Methodist Native



Americans.

PROPOSED NEW HYMNAL WILL GO TO 2012 ASSEMBLY
Delegates approve a panel to revise the United Methodist Hymnal and a study to develop an
Africana songbook.

UNITED METHODI STS RAISE BI SHOPSORETIREMENT AGE
Raising the age from 66 to 68 gives three bishops the option of reconsidering plans for
retiring this year.

UNITED METHODI STS, LUTHERANS TAKE ROOT TOGETHER
ELCA bishop preaches at General Conference as denominations move toward full
communion.

WRAP UP: LIBERIAN PRESIDENT ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY
Other highlights include a celebration of the Commission on Religion and Race and a sermon
by an ELCA bishop.



