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Deadline for the UMConnector is Wednesday of each week at  10 a.m .  
Send item s to Linda@um oi.org. 
 

 
 

2 0 0 8  GENERAL CON FERENCE 
There are several ways you can stay up to date with what 's happening at  2008 General 
Conference in Fort  Worth, Texas, and how our delegat ion sees things. 
 
Oregon- I daho Delegat ion Blog (Read what  various people write)  
The BishopÕs Blog (Read Bishop HoshibataÕs im pressions)  
Official 2008 General Conference website 
Today at  General Conference  
Daily newslet ter and news briefs 
St ream ing video podcast  
St ream ing audio podcast  
Legislat ion Tracking 
RSS feed 
General Conference photos 
Oregon- I daho Delegate photos 
 

 
Sev en t h  Day  ( Tu esd ay , Ap r i l  2 9 )  
Hig h l i g h t s o f  Su n d ay  at  Gen er a l  Con fer en ce  (Read m ore)  
 
Lib er ia p r esid en t  ad d r esses Un i t ed  Met h od ist s 
Liberia President  Ellen Johnson Sir leaf, 69, spoke to the April 29 session of the UM General 
Conference. Liberia Bishop John I nnis noted that  the first  wom an to be elected president  of 
an African nat ion is a graduate of the Methodist  College of West  Africa, a secondary school 
in Liberia. I nnis int roduced her to the assem bly as "your daughter whom  you educated."  
 
Johnson Sir leaf thanked the denom inat ion for it s 175-year presence in Liberia. There has 
been a Methodist  presence in the Liberia since it  was established by free American slaves in 
the 1820s. The church operates hospitals, schools and four m ission stat ions in that  nat ion. 
 
St u dy  o f  m in ist r y  
The 2008 General Conference cont inued a study of m inist ry from  the preceding 
quadrennium . General Conference took sim ilar act ion in 2004. After four years, the Study of 
Minist ry Com m ission found m ore quest ions than answers. The group said there was not  
sufficient  t im e to resolve the divergent concerns around the ordering of m inist ry. Delegates 
asked the Council of Bishops, in consultat ion with the UM Board of Higher Educat ion and 
Minist ry, Board of Discipleship and Comm ission on Christ ian Unity and I nterreligious 
Concerns, to establish a 28-m em ber Study of Minist ry Com m ission for 2009-2012. The 



 2 

delegates also requested $150,000 for the new com mission's work. 
 
ELCA b ish op Õs m essag e 
Bishop Mark Hanson, a bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Am erica and president  
of the Lutheran World Federat ion, preached April 29, a day after delegates approved an 
agreem ent establishing full comm union with the ELCA. Point ing to worldwide m igrat ion 
caused by fam ine, war, poverty and nat ional disasters, Hanson said the church has good 
news to share with a " root less, rest less, hopeless world."  
 
Hy m n al  r ev is ion  
The assem bly approved the com pilat ion of a new hym nal and the creat ion of a 27-m em ber 
hym nal revision comm it tee, including three bishops, two from  each of the five U.S. 
jurisdict ions, a representat ive from  two groups concerned with liturgy and hym nody, three 
representat ives from  the UM Publishing House, five from  the Board of Discipleship and four 
chosen for expert ise in liturgy and music. 
 
CORR celeb r at es 
The Comm ission on Religion and Race celebrated it s 40th anniversary. The agency was 
form ed at  the 1968 unit ing conference in Dallas. 
 
Ju d icia l  Cou n ci l  r u les on  f ou r  i ssu es 
The Judicial Council m eets during General Conference and has ruled on four issues 
presented prior to the Fort  Worth gathering. The council aff irm ed two bishopsÕ decisions of 
law, sustained the church t r ial convict ion and the revoking of credent ials of a pastor in the 
Rocky Mountain Annual Conference, and ruled that  annual conference com m issions on 
religion and race do not  have the authorit y to invest igate com plaints. 
 
Mission  st at em en t  r ev ised  
The 2004 Book of Discipline says, "The m ission of the Church is to m ake disciples of Jesus 
Christ ."  Delegates added the clause "for the t ransform at ion of the world"  to the end of that  
statem ent .  
 

Bi sh op  Hosh ib at aÕs Blog  
(DonÕt  forget  you can send Bishop Hoshibata com m ents v ia his blog)   
 
Ph o t o  o f  Bob  Hosh ib at a on  a  b u l l? 
April 29th, 2008  
 
Several people have inquired when they will get  to see the photo of m e on the bull. 
Actually, it  is m e on the bull and Greta standing next  to the bull. I  felt  sorry for the bull. He 
just  stood there while hundreds of tourists clim bed on him . He is a 16-year-old bull. I  think 
his nam e was Lucky. 
 
To answer the quest ion, you will see the photo. SOON!  
  
I  am  actually pleasant ly surprised that  a few people read m y blog and knew about  Greta 
and m e and Lucky!  
 
 
Mon d ay  on  Tu esd ay  
April 29th, 2008  
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To tell the t ruth, I  am  writ ing this on Tuesday. But  it  is about Monday. You guessed the 
reason why. I  was too t ired on Monday to write about Monday. Am I  m aking sense? You can 
tell I  am t ired today, too!  
 
MondayÕs highlight  legislat ively:  We voted for full comm union with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) . What does this m ean, exact ly? I t  m eans that  officially, both the 
UMC and the ELCA will recognize:  (1)  in each other Òthe one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
faithÓ as expressed in the Scriptures, confessed in the ChurchÕs historic creeds, and at tested 
to in the Lutheran Confessions and the doct rinal standards of the UMC, (2)  the authent icit y 
of each otherÕs Bapt ism  and Eucharist  and extend sacram ental hospitalit y to one anotherÕs 
m em bers, (3)  the validit y of each com munionÕs respect ive m inist r ies, (4)  the full 
interchangeability  and reciprocity of all ordained m inisters, subject  to approved invitat ion for 
m inist ry in each com munion, and (5)  a relat ionship of working together toward greater 
v isible unity and st ructural cooperat ion. The agreement to be in relat ionship in this way will 
becom e final when the ELCA votes in 2009.  
 
We received a choir of about  35 children from  Uganda. The group is known as the Hope for 
Africa ChildrenÕs Choir. These children were brought  together out  of lives of poverty and 
hopelessness to learn and sing and perform . They were astounding!  They capt ivated our 
hearts!  And they are testam ent  to the way The United Methodist  Church reaches out  in love!  
 
There were long, long hours of legislat ion. I n plenary, we worked unt il past  11 p.m ., I  
think. I  did not  not ice exact ly when we finally adjourned, but  m ost of us just  sort  of 
stum bled out  the door into our hotels. 
 
We approved a hew hym nal study comm it tee. There were som e interest ing com m ents 
shared. One young person shared her opinion urging us not  to approve the m ot ion because 
she felt  that  the printed hymnal was a sign of the past . She said that  if we are serious about  
at t ract ing younger people, a new hymnal will not  be helpful. Since m any churches are 
m oving away from  printed hym nals to projected words on a screen, funding a hym nal was 
not  the best  stewardship. For the first  t im e, at  this General Conference the delegates did 
not  receive a com plem entary copy of the hym nal;  instead, they received copies of two 
booklets of contem porary hym ns and songs. 
 
On this day, I  am  feeling that  the am ount  of energy spent on legislat ion is ext rem e!  The joy 
of worship quickly disintegrates into the drudgery of legislat ive process guided by Roberts 
Rules of Order and the Rules of the General Conference. I  was told that  by the t im e the last  
recorders of the legislat ive comm it tees finished their work, it  was 2 a.m . I  am often up t ill 2 
a.m ., but  at  least  it  is usually in m y hom e and not  at  the office!  
 
 
Tu esd ay  on  Tu esd ay :  Her  Ex cel len cy , t h e Pr esid en t  o f  Lib er ia 
April 29th, 2008  
 
The highlight  of the day:  We received the president of the Republic of Liberia, Her 
Excellency Ellen Johnson Sir leaf, as she addressed the General Conference. The president  
was int roduced by her bishop, John I nnis, as the Òdaughter of The United Methodist  
Church.Ó  
 
The president  thanked the General Conference for the educat ion she received because of 
The United Methodist  Church and she chronicled the ills of Liberia, the lack of access to 
educat ion and the lack of health services, and thanked The UMC for it s m inist ry and m ission 
in excit ing ways, especially com bat ing poverty.  
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Johnson Sir leaf applauded the ways in which The UMC has stood by the people of Liberia 
and has given public voice to the voiceless. She challenged us:  Our world CAN be m ade a 
world with a future of hope and prom ise. Following the address, to a standing ovat ion, 
President  Johnson Sir leaf greeted the delegat ion from  Liberia and then stood by with Bishop 
I nnis as each of us bishops shook her hand. Bishop I nnis int roduced each one of us. ÒThis is 
the Bishop from  the Oregon- I daho Conference,Ó he said to her. She smiled graciously and 
greeted m e. A great  wom an;  f irst  wom an to be elected president  of an African nat ion, and a 
United Methodist !  
 
You will probably be hearing about  the st ruggle we have had about  the decision to reduce 
the num ber of US bishops by one in each jurisdict ion by 2012. A proposal cam e to General 
Conference in 2004. At  that  t im e the Com m it tee to Study the Episcopacy was created to 
study the issue and report  back in 2008.  The proposal was thoroughly discussed, debated 
and am ended by a legislat ive comm it tee. I t  was then referred back to the plenary and voted 
upon. 
 
This m eans that  in 2012, the Western Jurisdict ion will go from  having 6 bishops to having 5 
bishops for it s 7 annual conferences plus one m issionary conference. We will need to 
engage in study and reflect ion to determ ine how we will achieve that  change. Reasons for 
the proposal are m any. Som e supported it  because it  would mean spending less 
m oney. Others felt  that  because of the urgent  need for addit ional bishops for African nat ions 
where United Methodism  is growing in leaps and bounds, we need to use our funds to staff 
for growth in areas that  are growing. Whatever the reason, the m ot ion passed. 
  
What  is m y opinion? I  am  sorry that  we have had to go to this extent  to balance our 
budget . I  understand where the support  is com ing from . That does not  m ean I  agree, but  I  
understand. I  believe that  we will be m oving toward the reduct ion of a bishop guided by 
GodÕs wisdom . The Western Jurisdict ion has already const ituted a com m it tee to consider 
opt ions. We need to pray for the com m it teeÕs work. But I  think we will be fine. I t  will be 
very different  to only have 5 bishops for such a large area, but  I  believe it  can be done, and 
it  will be done WELL. 
  
What  do you think? Let  m e know what  quest ions you have about  this. But  m ore, ask 
yourself:  Does the reduct ion of one bishop in the Western Jurisdict ion m ean that  there is no 
longer a future with hope? 
 
 
Or eg on - I d ah o  Deleg at esÕ Blog  
(Rem em ber you can send delegat ion m em bers your com m ents v ia their blog)  
 
A l l  Mean s Al l  
April 30, 2008 by Karen Nelson 
  
The following m essage comes from  two of our General Conference volunteers, Carolyn and 
Gary Pennington. 
 
Hi Oregon- I daho Friends, 
  
We have been experiencing General Conference as volunteers, prim arily with the group 
generally referred to as Com m on Witness, which is m ade up of Reconciling United 
Methodists, Parents Reconciling Network, Affirm at ion, Methodist  Federat ion for Social Act ion 
(MFSA) , etc.  
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General Conference as a whole is an amazing com binat ion of worship, singing, com m it tee 
work ( including sub-com mit tees and sub-sub-com m it tees) , plenary sessions, with a good 
share of polit ics st rung throughout . The ÒpreachingÓ has been am azing too, even a bit  of f ire 
and brim stone. Uplift ing and challenging to say the least . 
  
Our volunteer effort  has been prim arily one of encouraging/ speaking for the inclusion in the 
UMC of a l l  persons, regardless of age, race, socio-econom ic status, etc., and specif ically 
regardless of sexual orientat ion or gender ident it y. Our favorite but ton is one which reads 
ÒALL MEANS ALLÓ ( referring to inclusiveness within the church) . Along with other volunteers 
from  Parents Reconciling Network (PRN), we have handed out  to conference at tendees over 
1,500 rainbow fabric stoles, thousands of daily bullet ins, and have served breakfasts and 
lunches to delegates and others com ing to discussions and presentat ions on current  social 
concerns in our church. There have been wonderful exam ples of holy conferencing and 
opportunit ies for telling our stories and witnessing.       
  
We have appreciated and felt  your prayers. Thank you. 
 
     
Fin d in g  Balan ce 
April 30, 2008 by Scot t  Harkness 
  
OK. Now the rubber of faith hit s the road of real life. I nspir ing worship is followed with the 
hard work of the church. I  see a world-wide church st ruggling to discern how best  to m ove 
forward with the m ission to Òm ake disciples of Jesus Christ  for the t ransform at ion of the 
world,Ó ( the revised m ission statem ent  of our church) . Here are a couple of the st resses I Õve 
seen at  play in the General Conference plenary as we t ry to f ind the right  balance for a 
hopeful future:  
 
1. Connecting with young people  
An interest ing debate surfaced around the proposal for the creat ion of a new UM hymnbook. 
ÒA new book isnÕt  going to m ake m ore young people com e to church,Ó claim ed a young 
delegate from  Missouri, Òrelat ionships will.Ó Stat ing that  young people prefer to sing from  
words on a screen rather than print , she added that  a book that  is supposed to contain new 
m usic would be ÒoutdatedÓ by the t ime it  was produced. A hym nal revision comm it tee will 
be created, but  the young people are challenging the church to be m ore aware and 
responsive to em erging technology and the preferences of the young people with whom the 
church hopes to connect . 
 
2. Being an international church 
The cont inent  of Africa has been very v isible at  this conference. From the address by Ellen 
Johnson Sir leaf, the president  of Liberia, to the visit ing African choirs that  have st irred our 
spir it s;  to the num bers of African delegates speaking in English, Portuguese and French on 
various issues;  to the adm ission of the C™te dÕI voire, the largest  conference in United 
Methodism . Adm ission grants them  nearly 200 delegates at  General Conference. Africa is 
em erging as the largest  and fastest  growing region of United Methodism . The needs are 
great . 
  
But  the financial engine of United Methodism  is the United States, a region declining in 
num bers and increasing in age. I  saw this tension m ost  clearly in the decision to reduce the 
cost  of bishops in the U.S. by reducing their num ber in each jurisdict ion by one, ( thereby 
saving approxim ately $10 m illion at  current  rates) , and using these funds to support  new 
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episcopal areas in Africa and the Philippines. By 2012 the Western Jurisdict ion will have to 
f igure out  how to live with five bishops rather than the six we now have.  
 
The needs of the cent ral conferences outside the United States are growing at  a pace that  
seem s beyond the ability  of the church to fully  support . The m any calls for new episcopal 
areas in our cent ral conferences have to be balanced by the abilit y of the church to support  
them . Most of them have been referred to the Cent ral Conference Com m ission for study 
along with a m andate to return in 2012 with a st rategic plan for support ing a growing 
church. 
 
I  believe our church wants to m ove into ÒA Future with Hope,Ó but that  future requires 
change and change isnÕt easy. Your prayers are needed. 
 
 
Red u ct ion  o f  Ep iscop al  Ar eas 
April 29, 2008 by Laura Jaquith Bart let t   
 
After prolonged debate, the General Conference just  passed a pet it ion to reduce the num ber 
of episcopal areas in each jurisdict ion by one (except the Southeast , which is eligible for an 
addit ional bishop, but  has declined to add one) , beginning Sept . 1, 2012. The final vote:  
457-401. We are feeling discouraged at  the m om ent , especially since the legislat ive 
com m it tee (of which Donna Prit chard was a m em ber)  had recom m ended that  the pet it ion be 
rejected. The thrust  of the argum ent  on the floor was that  we need the m oney in the 
Episcopal Fund in order to fund m ore bishops in the cent ral conferences.  
 
I ronically, a m an from  Cent ral Congo spoke eloquent ly about how we are all fam ily and that  
he does not  want  to fund anything in Africa that  would end up harming another part  of the 
church. But we were reminded by other speakers that  we m ust  live in the ÒrealityÓ of lim ited 
financial resources;  this in spite of numerous opportunit ies weÕve had to celebrate the 
realit y of GodÕs abundance. 
 
 

Un i t ed  Met h od ist  New s Ser vi ce 
( Click on this l ink to read all of  the following st ories in depth)  
 
CHURCH CELEBRATES 4 0 - YEAR JOURNEY TOW ARD I NCLUSI VI TY 
While the journey is not  com plete and struggles rem ain, som e wrongs have been righted in 
com m ission's f irst  40 years. 
 
DELEGATES CONTI NUE STUDY OF MI NI STRY COMMI SSI ON 
A com m ission studying the ordering of m inist ry in The United Methodist  Church is being 
cont inued for four m ore years. 
 
JUDI CI AL COUNCI L RELEASES RULI NGS ON DOCKET I TEMS 
The United Methodist  ChurchÕs supreme court  hands down rulings on four cases. 
 
LI BERI A PRESI DENT SI RLEAF ADDRESSES UNI TED METHODI STS 
Speaking to General Conference, President  Ellen Johnson Sir leaf says her country and her 
church share a com m on com m itm ent  to end poverty. 
 
NATI VE AMERI CAN LEADERS HONORED FOR LONGTI ME SERVI CE 
Celebrat ion honors leaders and m arks "new beginning" for United Methodist  Nat ive 
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Am ericans. 
  
PROPOSED NEW  HYMNAL W I LL GO TO 2 0 1 2  ASSEMBLY 
Delegates approve a panel to revise the United Methodist  Hymnal and a study to develop an 
Africana songbook. 
  
UNI TED METHODI STS RAI SE BI SHOPSÕ RETI REMENT AGE 
Raising the age from  66 to 68 gives three bishops the opt ion of reconsidering plans for 
ret ir ing this year. 
  
UNI TED METHODI STS, LUTHERANS TAKE ROOT TOGETHER 
ELCA bishop preaches at  General Conference as denom inat ions m ove toward full 
com m union. 
 
W RAP UP:  LI BERI AN PRESI DENT ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY 
Other highlights include a celebrat ion of the Com m ission on Religion and Race and a serm on 
by an ELCA bishop. 


