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Imagination is a wonderful 

gift we have been 

given.  Godôs gifts of 

imagination and creativity 

allow us to explore 

exciting possibilities for 

both ourselves and for 

UMW.  Do we use these gifts when we 

think about the future?  

About 6 years ago I was part of a 

group studying Spirituality in Northern 

New Mexico.  Well, maybe I wasnôt 

really a part of the group since I was the 

only one over the age of 25!   We were 

asked to use our gifts of imagination and 

creativity by drawing a picture of what 

we envisioned our faith journey over the 

next 10 years would be.  Apparently the 

other members of the group missed the 

word faith and they came up with some 

amazing ideas for what their life would 

be like in 10 years ï villas on the 

Mediterranean, owning their own 

airplanes, etc.     

To start the exercise I felt a little bit 

resentful since I certainly am not an 

artist.  However, after a few seconds I 

realized the quality of the art wasnôt the 

issue.  The exercise was designed to 

spark my imagination about possibilities 

for the future.  Soon I was drawing a 

female stick figure walking along a 

path.  Then more stick figure women 

were walking with her, she next tripped 

on a rock in the path and injured herself 

but the women with her helped her up 

and with the aid of a cane she continued 

on.  Imagination helped continue the 

story . When the picture was completed 

the path had been labeled the Jesus path, 

the original stick figure had died and 

the others had continued on toward 

the listed goals of equality, 

sisterhood, health care for all, end of 

racism, violence, and well cared for 

and loved children.  It took awhile 

before I realized that that rough 

drawing symbolized how important 

United Methodist Women was to be 

on my faith journey.  

I invite you to find a quiet place 

and t ime to t ry the same 

exercise.  After that, quickly 

somehow show where your personal 

faith journey and your UMW vision 

overlap or intersect.  This exercise is 

for you and you alone.   Share it with 

others if you want.  I would be 

pleased if you would like to share it 

with me.  

May your journey be happy, 

creative, and full of meaning with 

Godôs blessing.    

Carol Johnson 

~ Presidentôs Message ~  
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ñWALK WITH JESUSò is the theme for the 

sixth Young Womenôs Event.  The committee is 

excited to announce that Roberta Egli, Englewood 

UMC in Salem, will be the facilitator for the two day 

retreat.  Women 18 years of age and up are invited to 

attend the retreat for Bible study, fun, sharing their 

stories, and fellowship.  The registration fee is 

$100.00 per woman.  Scholarships are available 

through the local units and districts.  Some travel 

reimbursement will be available upon request.  Onsite 

childcare for children 2 years and under will be 

available on a limited basis. 

The Young Womenôs Event is planned for Friday, 

August 1, through Sunday, August 3, at George Fox 

University in Newberg, Oregon.  Although School of 

Christian Mission will be occurring at the same time, 

the Young Womenôs Event will have separate 

facilities and activities. 

Everyone, especially unit presidents, is 

encouraged to seek out young women for this 

opportunity of spiritual growth.  The women do not 

have to be Methodists.  Last year four young women 

came together.  They really seemed to enjoy being 

together.  Encourage the girls you invite to ask a 

friend to join them.   A flyer and the registration form 

are in this issue of The Connection.  Please feel free 

to make as many copies as you need. 

I invite each of you to pray that the YWE will 

have 20 participants and warm the hearts of all of us 

working to make this retreat successful. 

 

Priscilla Gauthier 
Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

scillabob@charter.net 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

YOUNG WOMENôS EVENT PLANNED 

MISSION GIVING

Pledge to Mission $33,265

Special Mission Recognitions $1,019

Gift to Mission $696

Gift in Memory $822

World Thank Offering $890

Total Mission Giving from Units $36,693

Other Mission Giving Funds

P.A.C. Donation $1,325

Total Mission Giving 4/15/08 $38,018

DESIGNATED GIVING

Call to Prayer & Self Denial $1,717

National Mission $355

UMCOR $1,375

Total Designated Giving $3,447

Total Giving Through 4/15/08 $41,466

MISSION GIVING

15-Apr-05

Conference Pledge to Mission  for 2008 is $175,000

Please note:  Carol Johnson, 

Conference President,  has a 

new e-mail address:   

cjoh1@verizon.net  

Congratulations Bonnie! 

Bonnie McOmber of Eagle, 

Idaho, has been elected as our 

new Western Jurisdiction 

Leadership Team President and, 

as such, will be a Womenôs 

Division Director. 
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Has your unit taken a special offering or raised 

funds for one of the variety of designated projects 

such as ñRed Bird Mission,ò or ñMalaria Nets?ò  

When you sent those funds to your District 

Treasurer did you carefully fill out the name of the 

project and the address on the remittance form you 

sent? 

It has come to my attention that sometimes that 

spot on the form is filled in with a nickname or 

abbreviated form of the project.  Often, many 

forms donôt have an UMCOR or Advance Special 

Project number and often not even an address, or a 

country. 

Many of our missionaries have multiple 

Advances Special projects and if all that is on the 

form is the name of the missionary, the monies are 

liable to go to his or her salary account instead of 

the designated project.  For example, Red Bird 

Mission can receive funds for the medical clinic, 

the Maternal Infant Health Outreach program, 

tuition, education for preschoolers, or education for 

older adults.  If you just say ñRed Bird,ò Womenôs 

Division has to guess which of the several 

programs you are talking about. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out your 

Remittance form fully and weôll do our best to get 

it to the right place. 

Also, drop a note to the designated project or 

missionary.  Tell them your unit is praying for the 

project/missionary and youôve sent $xxx and it 

should be arriving shortly.  They will love to hear 

from your unit and to thank your unit personally.  

And, if the monies accidentally go to the wrong 

project, they can let you know the funds were 

never put into their account.  We can back track 

right away and get things correct. 

 

Blessings, 

Dixie Jacky, Conference Treasurer 
208 785-1093 

Dixie_jacky@hotmail.com 

From Your Conference Treasurer 

Use Caution When Making Designated Giving Remittances 

Reading has been love of mine since the 4th 

grade when I began reading Nancy Drew mysteries 

and the Sue Barton, Nurse, series.  These books 

opened a window beyond my world.  What was a 

roadster?  In the nursing series, I learned about all 

the career choices nurses have.  In every book, no 

matter how simple, there was one piece of new 

information that helped me think and grow. 

Our reading program provides the same 

opportunities.  In the Mission education and social 

action books, we learn about the world beyond ours.  

What is happening in Africa, South America or the 

Middle East?  How is United Methodist Women 

involved?  It provides information about where our 

money goes.  It is the same about the social action.  

It provides the opportunity to inform ourselves 

about conditions in the United States, one with 

which we are not personally acquainted.  How can 

UMW change these conditions? 

Speaking of changes, spiritual growth can only 

happen when we open ourselves to God and His 

Word.  God can speak to us through others who 

share their spiritual journey and wisdom in a book.  

Our spiritual growth books provide this inspiration.  

I am sure we can learn new insights and even a new 

prayer. 

Membership, Nurture and Outreachðwe need to 

put emphasis on this.  We seem to rehashing the 

same organizational structure, word of mouth 

publicity and donôt seem to appealing to the new 

generations and women whose lifestyles and 

interests are different.  How can we grow and learn 

more about these differences to help us in creating 

an organization that is vibrant and appealing. 

READ MORE FOR INFORMATION!  

READ AND GROW!  

 

Karen McAlister 

Secretary of Program Resources  

Reading for Life 
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Focus on Immigration ð Education and Interpretation 

 

ñWhen an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alienéò 

Leviticus 19 33 

  

Our October annual meetingôs focus will be on immigration issues. We know that many of our local schools 

and social service agencies are overwhelmed trying to meet the needs of the recently arrived women and 

children, some here legally and many here without legal status. ñThe alien who resides with you shall be to 

you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I 

am the Lord your God.ò Leviticus 19: 34.  What does God want from us as loving United Methodist 

Women?  I believe our tradition as UMW calls us to love, and calls us to service and calls us to action for 

women, children, and youth, the marginalized neighbors in our midst. Mission Giving helps us meet those 

calls when social agencies are unable to. Give generously. 

  

Gloria  

 Giving makes mission possible. As United 

Methodist Women we already know that so you 

may well ask why I keep bringing it up. All I can 

say in response is the need just keeps growing and 

the number of women, children and youth we are 

empowering and the lives we are improving in our 

own communities and around the world are 

impossible to count. Our Mission Giving support 

United Methodist mission personnel and retired 

Deaconesses. Our Mission Giving funds spiritual 

growth programs, leadership development events 

and mission education opportunities for all United 

Methodist Women members.  

This fall in our Annual Meeting we are not 

going to ask you to help support a specific mission 

project; instead we are asking each unit to begin 

now collecting money for the Mission Giving 

offering that will be taken. Based on UMW 

members giving and the approved budget for 2008 

here are some calculations to help interpret the cost 

of mission for a specific time period.   

Year $16,623,875.53    

Day $45, 544.86    

Hour $l,897.70   

Five minutes $158.14   

One minute $31.63   

One second   $0.53.   

 

Now think of the number of members in your 

unit (mine has 36) so if  all 36 of us contributed 

just the cost of ONE SECOND my unit would be 

able to bring $19.08 for the Mission Giving 

offering. Since some would want to give more than 

one second worth of mission I feel sure our 

offering can and will make a significant impact in 

the lives of the women and children God has 

placed in our care. Please spread the word and 

encourage the members of your unit to start giving 

for the offering. 

  

Love, 

Gloria Jones 

Education and Interpretation 

MISSION GIVING  
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