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A couple of years ago I 

was given a Unitôs 

program booklet when I 

visited a church in 

Minnesota.  The booklet 

started with the Purpose.  

However, the next page 

was titled:  

 

AN INVITATION TO 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

TO THE WOMAN: 

who finds meaning in her church and 

is drawn to its fellowship, 

whose life is packed full of activity 

and obligations, 

who struggles with loneliness or a 

sense of failure, 

who juggles job and family, and tries 

to be faithful to both, 

who wants to combine classroom 

study with  

significant fellowship and outreach 

opportunities, 

who seems overburdened with the 

traditional womanôs role of  caregiver, 

who feels she has gifts which are 

wasted or underdeveloped, 

who wants to be accepted for who 

she is, 

who needs a supportive community 

to affirm her  

own sense of purpose and 

commitment to God, 

 

WE INVITE YOU TO 

MEMBERSHIP IN UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN 

 

The authorôs name was not given 

but she must certainly be a part of 

UMW.   I think we can all relate to 

times in our lives or when someone 

we know has felt as described above.  

When I think about my experiences, 

probably very similar to many of 

yours, and then think about women, 

children and youth from strife torn 

parts of the world, I feel so blessed 

and thankful.  I also appreciate being 

part of an organization that is in 

Mission helping in significant ways 

those who suffer greatly.   

 Tonight letôs each say a prayer of 

thanksgiving and ask for guidance as 

to how we might both make new 

members welcome and also how we 

as individuals and as UMW Units 

might best follow in Jesusô path.   

 

Carol 

~ Presidentôs Message ~  
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We met, and in fact, exceeded our 2007 

Conference Pledge to Mission by over $8600! 

 

Thank you to each and every one of you who 

accepted our challenge to make and pledge to 

Mission and then meet that pledge. 

 

 

 

 

Keep up the good work.  We never know when 

that one contribution dramatically impacts the life 

of a woman or child in need. 

 

Blessings to all of you, 
 

Dixie Jacky,  
Conference Treasurer 

**From Your Conference Treasurer**  

 

LAST CHANCE! Have you 

made your reservations for the 

W e s t e r n  J u r i s d i c t i o n a l 

Quadrennial Meeting yet?  

TIME IS RUNNING OUT!  
For a copy of the flyer, 

i n fo rm at ion  shee t  and 

registration form, visit the 

UMW web page at http://

www.umoi.net/artman/publish/

umw.shtml or you can contact: 

 Jeannie Boese, 4642 Sjodin 

Lane , Klamath Falls, OR  

97603, 541-273-9579 

jboeseumw@charter.net. 

For more information you can 

contact Betty Udy 

at 541-276-8557. 

We are on the web.   

Our web address is: 

http://www.umoi.net/

artman/publish/umw.shtml 

MISSION GIVING

Pledge to Mission $149,808

Special Mission Recognitions $7,210

Gift to Mission $3,384

Gift in Memory $5,327

World Thank Offering $12,318

Total Mission Giving from Units $178,047

Other Mission Giving Funds

Annual Meeting Love Offering $1,211

Offering at SoCM $1,897

Gift to Mission Card sales at School of 

Mission and Annual Meeting $470

World Thank Offering at Ann. Meeting $89

World Thank Offering at School of 

Missions $555

P.A.C. Funds $2,556

$5,567

Total Mission Giving 12/31/07 $183,614

DESIGNATED GIVING

Call to Prayer & Self Denial $7,822

General Mission $400

World Mission $6,184

National Mission $3,346

UMCOR $5,927

Total Designated Giving $23,679

Total Giving Through 12/31/07 $207,293

MISSION GIVING

Through Dec 31, 2007

Total Other Income

Conference Pledge to Mission  for 2007 is $175,000
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BLESSINGS TO ALL, 

When Jeannie emailed the conference Team to 

remind us to submit our articles for the 

CONNECTION by January 15, it was hard to 

believe that time had passed so quickly since 

November.  I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and are looking forward to a happy new 

year.  We spent Christmas with our grandchildren 

so it was a joyous event.  Kids have so much 

energy! 

By now, most of you have submitted your 

reading program forms to your local program 

resource secretary.  The districts receive these 

reports from the units and prepare certificates to be 

awarded at the District training events in the Spring.  

Districts in turn, submit the local reports they 

receive to the Conference PR person.  I am looking 

forward to receiving these. 

Why do we have a Reading Program and when 

did it begin?  For over 100 years there has been 

some version of the Reading 

Program.   In the early 

organizations, the books 

chosen were focused on 

mission studies.  In 1900, 

our program became an ecumenical reading 

program with a committee select ing 

interdenominational mission study books. 

By 1946, the Evangelical United Brethren 

Church womenôs group organized a reading plan 

with three categories:   Spiritual Life, Christian 

Social Relations and Missionary Education.  The 

Methodist women continued their in-depth mission 

study program.  In 1968, the Evangelical United 

Brethren and the Methodist Church united.  When 

the womenôs groups of these churches joined to 

become the United Methodist Women, a new 

program was developed, the UMW Reading 

Program.  You select books from four categories:  

Membership Nurture and Outreach; Spiritual 

Growth; Social Action; and Mission Education and 

Interpretation.  Our program has expanded to 

include books in large print, books for youth and 

children, and books in Spanish and Korean.  The 

number of books we can choose has been reduced.   

Be sure and sign up for one of the reading 

plansðI, II, III, or IV in 2008.  Happy reading! 

 

Karen 

Secretary of Program Resources  

As a kid I remember tossing pebbles in the creek 

and watching the ripples float across the water 

surface as the pebble became submerged.  I donôt 

know anything about physics, so I canôt explain why 

the ripples occur.  I do know that the ripple effect has 

an impact on United Methodist Women when a 

district or unit scholarships a first timer to a retreat or 

School of Christian Mission.  For example, a woman 

I know attended and participated in my church for a 

number of years, but she was not active in UMW.  

One summer the unit offered her a scholarship to 

SOCM.  Following her experience at school, she 

joined the local unit .  That was the first ripple.  Not 

too long after that, her talents became apparent.  In 

the second ripple, she was elected to a district office.  

The ripples kept coming, eventually leading to the 

conference team and other positions in the Oregon/

Idaho Conference.  The ripple effect enriches the life 

of this woman and befits the unit, the district, and the 

conference . 

Try the ripple effect in your unit.  Most units have 

already made their 2008 budget.  I hope that you 

included money for scholarships to SOCM and/or 

other UMW events in your district.  If you havenôt, 

perhaps the unit budget can be adjusted to include 

scholarships. 

 

Blessings, 

Priscilla Gauthier 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 
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Mission Today Spot�² Education and Interpretation 

Item #14 

 

�7�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�� �D�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �&�D�W�D�O�R�J��
and will contribute the needed resources to the mission project. 

  
It has come to my attention that the Material Resources Catalog is no longer being published by Womenôs 

Division. If a unit would like to do a material mission project they can still do UMCOR emergency Kits 

such as school and health kits. The best way to get information about doing this is online at gbgm-umc.org/

umcor/print/kits. 

 
Gloria  

The Mission Coordinator for Education and 

Interpretation SHALL EMPOWER WOMEN TO 

UNDERSTAND, INTERPRET AND 

PARTICIPATE IN THE MISSION GIVING AND 

OUTREACH OF THE CHURCH.  SHE SHALL: 

  

Promote and interpret the work of the General 

�%�R�D�U�G���R�I���*�O�R�E�D�O���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
Division supports, including interpretation of the 

changing concepts of mission and changing roles 

of mission personnel. 

  

(Bylaws of the UMW in district Article II, Elected 
leaders and their duties) 

  
Wow, thatôs a mouthful!  Sometimes Iôm a bit 

overwhelmed trying to fulfill this duty and once in a 

while Iôm amazed when just what I need is placed 

in my hands.  Thatôs what happened when the 

December/January 2008 New World Outlook 

arrived.  It is an issue entirely devoted to 

missionaries and mission in the 21st century.  Itôs 

filled with wonderful stories, pictures, and uplifting 

information about the mission program and 

missionaries we UMW help support.  (A portion of 

support for all mission personnel comes from local 

UMW units channeled through the Womenôs 

Division of Global Ministries.)  

In case you are concerned this might be a ñdry 

read,ò think again.  How could anyone not be 

touched by this statement by Eluzinete Perirea 

Garcia, a GBGM missionary based in Brazil?  ñIn 

our missionary training course,ò our leader said, 

ódoing mission is just love.  If you have the ability 

to love, the Lord will give you everything else you 

need.ôò  This is the kind of encouragement we 

United Methodist Women need.  We are privileged 

to be a part of Godôs mission.  Reading this issue of 

New World Outlook will help us remember why we 

do what we do.  Single issues may be ordered for 

three dollars by calling Cokesbury, 1.800.672.1789, 

and asking for issue #530132. 

 
Love, 

Gloria Jones- Covert  
Education & Interpretation Coordinator  

Education and Interpretation 

In an effort to cut postage costs, The Connection is now sent via e-mail to as many 

people as possible.  If your e-mail is listed in your District or Conference Directory, you will 

receive The Connection electronically unless you request otherwise. If you have e-mail and 

it is not listed in your directory, please send me your e-mail address so I can add it to my 

file.  If you have a spam blocker, please make sure that my address is on your 

�³�D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G�´�� �O�L�V�W���� �� �$�O�V�R���� �L�I�� �\�R�X�U�� �H-mail address changes or is different from that in the 

directory, please let me know. If there are officers in your unit other than the President and 

Secretary who would like to receive it electronically, please let me know and I will add them 

to my ñe-mail onlyò list. �,�� �X�V�H�� �³�E�F�F�´�� �W�R�� �V�H�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���� �V�R�� �\�R�X�U�� �H-mail address will 

not be visible to anyone else. jboeseumw@charter.net 

From the Editor:  
Please send suggestions, 

and corrections, for the 

conference newsletter to:  
Jeannie Boese 4642 Sjodin Lane 

Klamath Falls, OR  97603 541-273-9579 
jboeseumw@charter.net 


