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Bishop Bob Hoshibata 
would like to 
communicate directly 
with Conference leaders. 
To do that he has established this email newsletter. 

He encourages your feedback, comments, thoughts and ideas. Email him at Bishop@umoi.org.
If you have any problems receiving or reading 
this email, you will also find it in text-only format and PDF by clicking here.



December 31, 2007

Dear Members and Friends of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference,

Grace to you in this season of Christmastide! 

The events of the week just past have astounded and horrified the nation and the world. In Pakistan, a political assassination has resulted in violence and instability. In the aftermath of the death of Benazir Bhutto, violence and bloodshed are threatening the future of this fragile corner of the world. Like you, I am deeply dismayed at the assassination which came so close upon the heels of our Christian celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

It is a sobering reality that our world knows no real peace. There have been precious moments when there was an absence of war. But true peace, the shalom of God, is more than just a time when there are no official declared wars. True shalom is the presence of a peaceful wholeness, where all creation experiences a sense of safety and tranquility. In a world where shalom prevails, all persons feel harmony and there is no conflict. Does this describe a utopian society well beyond the imagination of human minds and well beyond the possibility of human hearts?

In the world that I know, there has always been tension and the threat of warfare. From my earliest years as a Christian, my faith in the Prince of Peace has been tested by the reality of living in a world where conflict between nations has threatened warfare, and several times, has erupted in war. The Vietnam war brought home to me the reality of the evil of war and each time there has been major conflict, my sense of who God calls us to be has been tested by the persistence of violence and war in our world. The Biblical ideal of the shalom of God has been oft tested in my lifetime; it seems to be an impossible dream.

Yet, faith in Christ leads us to believe in the possibility of shalom. Our Christian belief in the Prince of Peace makes it imperative that we work for peace. The high cost of our hatred and hostility is evidenced in lives lost, sorrow borne, cruelty inflicted, and political indifference. This is surely not God's will for our lives and our world! We humans were created by a God who believes and appreciates all of creation. Each person, each living creature is precious in the sight of the Author of Life! 

Among the significant pilgrimages of my life have been visits to the Dachau Concentration Camp in Germany, the peace museums of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan, and the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. In these sacred places, the haunting remnants of humanity's inhumanity speak volumes amid the prayerful contemplative silence. One wonders how God can remain silent in the face of such cruelty and suffering. If visits to these sacred places saddened me, they also made me more resolutely committed to peace.

The more I live with the reality of warfare and the persistence of hatred, the more I believe that we must each work for shalom. Our ability to change the powers and principalities that govern this nation and the world may seem limited. But the desire to change the world begins with a stubborn insistence on working toward peace in the places where we live and work and play. In our families, we must work for peaceful resolution of conflict. In our congregations, our United Methodist churches, we must pursue efforts to resolve conflicts by peaceful means. At work or in our neighborhoods, disputes can be resolved in loving ways. Am I living in a dream world? Perhaps you may believe so! But as a disciple of Jesus Christ, I am determined to set my sights on a world that conforms to the world of peace and justice that our Scriptures describe:

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. . .They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11: 6-7, 9)
And may you be a participant in such a world! As disciples of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, we are all responsible for the world in which we live; and we are all called to be promoters of God's shalom.
Shalom to you,

Robert T. Hoshibata

Gracious God, our Loving Creator: We turn to you in prayer for our world in this time of political crisis. In Pakistan and in other places around the globe where there is human violence, may your spirit of peace prevail. Let nations learn the ways of peace instead of war. Let leaders inspire others to live in harmony with one another. Let each individual practice your shalom wherever you have placed us, in every situation where there is disagreement or hatred. Forgive us, Almighty God, for our failure to live in your shalom. Empower us, All-Loving Holy One, to live as committed disciples of your son, Jesus Christ. May the celebrations of Christmas joy and love overflow in our lives now, more than ever, so that we might be proclaimers of your shalom! In Christ's precious name, amen!



	


