OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 2006 SESSION


Action Request H-93

TITLE:  Letter of Support and Appreciation

________________________________________________________________________

Write a letter of support and appreciation to Bishop Charlene Payne Kammerer for her bold and faithful action to live out the inclusive vision of the gospel of Christ and The United Methodist Church. 

Upon learning that a clergy member in her Episcopal area had denied membership to an 

ongoing participant in a local church based on his sexual orientation as a gay man, Bishop Kammerer, with the support of the Board of Ordained Ministry took disciplinary action in accordance with The Book of Discipline.  The pastor was placed on leave from his appointment.  

The action was appealed to the Judicial Council which overturned the Bishop's decision.  An outcry was heard from across the connection which included a unanimous letter from the Council of Bishops denouncing the Judicial Council action.  After considerable counsel and prayerful consideration Bishop Kammerer petitioned the Judicial Council for reconsideration of its action.

At its recent meeting in April, 2006 the Judicial Council refused reconsideration, an action met with deep disappointment by United Methodists across the connection who 

yearn for our Church to live out the inclusive gospel of Christ. 

Yet, we know that Bishop Kammerer's courageous stand is one more step in moving The   United Methodist Church toward God's inclusive vision.  We of the Oregon-Idaho  Annual Conference applaud her courage and go on record as standing in solidarity with this inclusive vision.     

Responsible Party:

The Secretary of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.
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