OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 2006 SESSION


Action Request H-7

TITLE:  Petition to the 2008 General Conference: To Prohibit Discrimination in Receiving Members into United Methodist Congregations

________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church has historically welcomed into membership \"all persons without regard to race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition\" per Article IV of the Constitution; and
 
WHEREAS, in its Decision 1032 the United Methodist Judicial Council supported one UMC pastor\'s refusal of membership to a person seeking membership because of the \"aspiring member\'s sexual orientation and practice\", and overruled decisions by the district superintendent, bishop, and the Annual Conference clergy session requiring that the pastor welcome this individual into membership; and
 
WHEREAS, the UMC Bishops unanimously stated in a November 2, 2005 Council of Bishops Pastoral Letter that \"homosexuality is not a barrier (for membership) and the General Conference has clearly spoken through the denomination\'s Constitution on inclusiveness and justice for all as it relates to church membership\", and quoted from paragraph 161g of the Book of Discipline: \"God\'s grace is available to all, and we will seek to live together in Christian community.  We implore families and churches not to
reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends.  We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons\", and

 
WHEREAS, the Council of Bishops Pastoral Letter (Nov. 2, 2005) further affirmed \"our Wesleyan practice that pastors are accountable to the bishop, superintendent, and the clergy on matters of ministry and membership\" and 


WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church has implemented the advertising strategy \"Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors\" which includes a \"Diversity Expression\" that \"by communicating the myriad beliefs and cultural diversity of the church, this expression invites anyone to attend, wherever they are on the journey toward finding a spiritual home\" (United Methodist Communication\'s Website) and

  
WHEREAS John Wesley preached that the church is the means of dispensing the grace of God to all who seek it; Romans 15:7 says \"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you\", Galatians 3:28 says \"There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave
or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus\", and John 13:35 says \"everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another\", 
 
Now, THEREFORE, THE OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  PETITIONS THE 2008 GENERAL CONFERENCE TO AMEND PARAGRAPH 214 IN THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE AFTER THE WORDS "IN ANY LOCAL CHURCH IN THE CONNECTION": "NO PERSON SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FOR REASONS RELATED TO HIS OR HER SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY."

Responsible Party:

The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Secretary to the petition to the 2008 General Conference at the appropriate time.
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