OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 2006 SESSION


Action Request H-39

TITLE: 2006 Annual Conference Resolution on United Methodist Global AIDS Fund

________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, we seek to be disciples of the One who came to bring good news to the poor and who sent his disciples out to witness and to heal, and

WHEREAS, more than 40 million persons globally are living with HIV and AIDS, and 9,000 people die from AIDS every day; and
 
WHEREAS, the AIDS pandemic causes 5 million persons to be infected and 3 million lives are taken each year, and  
WHEREAS, there are more than 15 million AIDS orphans in Africa  alone; and
   
WHEREAS, the 2004 General Conference of The United Methodist Church established a Global AIDS Fund with a goal of $8 million in Special Askings this quadrennium, and
  
WHEREAS, one-fourth of funds raised within our Annual Conference for this Fund remain within the Conference to be distributed as our Conference deems fit (either locally, regionally or internationally);
  
WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church has historically adopted resolutions about combating HIV/AIDS, but without demonstrating a financial commitment to combating HIV/AIDS, and
  
WHEREAS, as United Methodist Bishop Felton May has declared, "Churches cannot conquer AIDS alone, but it will not happen without us":
  
BE IT RESOLVED, that The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference establish a minimum quadrennium Advance Special goal of raising an average of $1.00 per member by special projects, offerings or whatever method each local church deems best during the remainder of this quadrennium, beginning in 2006. (During this period, the pledge amounts to 25 cents per member, per year.)
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church encourages each local church to observe a Global AIDS Awareness Sunday each year for the remainder of this quadrennium, that the Conference Witness Team be authorized to: a) provide educational and promotional materials for this observance; and b) determine the distribution of the 25 percent of
the funds designated for conference use.
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference would establish for the remainder of this quadrennium an Advance Special goal for special projects, offerings and education toward global and local awareness of AIDS/HIV issues.
Responsible Party:

The Conference Witness Team, to be appointed by the Annual Conference
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