OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 2006 SESSION


Action Request H-29

TITLE:  Petition to the 2008 General Conference to amend Para. 161G in Social Principles

________________________________________________________________________

Petition the 2008 General Conference to amend Para. 161G of the Social Principles with these changes:


Add the words, WE BELIEVE, in the first sentence of the second paragraph so that the entire sentence would read: "Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, WE BELIEVE sexual relations are only clearly affirmed in the marriage
bond."
 
Add another sentence at the end of the third paragraph that would read:  WE ENCOURAGE CIVIL AUTHORITIES TO ENACT LAWS THAT WILL ENSURE FULL CIVIL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS FOR PERSONS IN CIVIL UNIONS AND MARRIAGES WITHOUT REGARD TO THE GENDER OF THE PARTNERS."  
 
In the fifth paragraph amend it as follows: “ …All persons need the ministry and guidance of the church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with self, and with others. THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DOES NOT CONDONE THE PRACTICE OF HOMOSEXUALITY AND CONSIDERS THIS PRACTICE INCOMPATIBLE WITH CHRISTIAN TEACHING.  While Christians of good faith differ on what Christian teaching reveals regarding homosexuality, we affirm that God’s grace is available to all……”
Responsible Party:

The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Secretary
H – 28


