Living the Connection #4

Thursday June 8, 2006


2:30 pm
PRESENTATION TO CONFERENCE SPEAKER

The bishop presented Elaine Stanovsky with a gift in appreciation of her time with us at this annual conference session.

RECOGNITION OF GRETA HOSHIBATA

Larry McClure, chair of the Episcopacy Committee, introduced Greta Hoshibata, who addressed members of the annual conference with warmth, grace, and good humor.

BISHOP’S AWARD

The third Bishop’s Award for exemplary service to the annual conference by a lay member was presented to Bonnie McOmber.

PRAYER FOR SERVICE PERSONS

Conference members were directed to use the prayer cards they received today to write down the name of a service person in the armed forces whom they know, and who is currently serving somewhere in a place of danger.  The bishop then led a time of prayer as the body sang “Let There Be Peace on Earth.”

ERIC LAW EVENT

The bishop announced an event to be held on the eastern side of the conference, sponsored by the Conference Leadership Team and Conference Commission on Religion and Race.  The event will be Sept. 17, 2006, with presenter Eric Law.

HISTORIC QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES

Craig Hall Cutting, chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, presented this year’s candidates for ordination and full membership: Kathy Boyes, Darcey Gritzmacher, Jeremy Hajdu-Paulen, Laura Rockwell, and Patsy Sturdevant.  The bishop asked the ordinands the historic questions from John Wesley, which have been asked of ordinands throughout the history of the denomination.

MINISTRY CABINET PRESENTATION

Jim Fellers addressed the session on behalf of the ministry cabinet.  He talked about things that have stayed the same over the years, and things that have changed.  In the coming year, the appointive cabinet dean will be Donna Pritchard, and the ministry cabinet dean will be Scott Harkness.  Jim stressed the importance of the annual DS visits to seminaries, in order to make connections with young clergy persons.  He challenged us to continue to boldly live out the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.

PRESENTATION ON IMMIGRATION ISSUE

Scott Harkness introduced a panel of three persons who shared with us from three perspectives about the issue of immigration: Lyda Pierce, Sylvia Rel Blain, and Dwayne Evanson.  

CLOSING PRAYER

Tom Wogaman, conference lay leader, offered prayer at the close of the Living the Connection session at 4:20 pm.

