Living the Connection #1

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

10:00 am
CALL TO ORDER

Bishop Bob Hoshibata called the 38th session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference to order at 10:10 am, using as a gavel an antique potato masher, which was a gift from the people of the Eastern District.

The conference secretary presented these Organizational Motions: 

1. The printed conference program is hereby adopted as the official agenda with such changes as will be proposed from time to time by the Agenda chair.

2. The pre-conference reports are hereby accepted for changes and perfections as determined by annual conference actions.

3. The bar of the conference shall be established as the seats in the auditorium, excluding those roped off for the visitors gallery.

4. The conference staff, interpreters, readers, mentors, and pages who do not hold voting privileges are allowed the privilege of working within the bar of the conference.

5. Clergy members of other annual conferences currently serving within the bounds of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference under par. 346.1 shall be allowed seats within the bar of the conference, with voice but no vote.

6. The Secretarial staff as printed in the Daily Bulletin (or amended by conference action) is hereby elected.

7. The printed minutes of each Living the Connection session will be available at the conference office (in the lobby of Brandt) at the end of each day.  Corrections should be given to the Conference Secretary.

Motion passed.

WELCOME FROM NNU

Richard A. Hagood, the president of Northwest Nazarene University, welcomed the conference members and friends, and reminded the session of NNU’s Wesleyan heritage, which the Church of the Nazarene shares with the UMC.  He wished God’s blessings upon the conference.

INTRODUCTIONS

Bishop Hoshibata presented his friend, Elaine Stanovsky, to the annual conference.  Rev. Stanovsky is a member of the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference, and has served in many capacities in that conference.  She is to be the preacher for our Memorial/Communion service of worship this year.  

The bishop introduced those on the platform: Tom Wogaman (conference lay leader), Laura Jaquith Bartlett (conference secretary), Danna Hastings (agenda chair), and Paul Cosgrove (parliamentarian).  He also introduced his administrative assistant, Pat Breen.

VISIT FROM BLACK COLLEGE AMBASSADOR

Latoya Glover, the Lina H. McCord Intern, presented greetings to the conference.  She is a sophomore at Huston-Tillotson University, one of the 11 historically Black Colleges supported by the UMC. She challenged the annual conference to pay 100% of the Black College Fund apportionment.

HOW WE WORK TOGETHER

Jaime Hurst, the manager of the annual conference session, presented some explanation about the bar of the conference.  Eric Brown explained how the pages will do their work in this venue.  

Bishop Hoshibata talked about how we care for one another in this new space.  

PARLIATMENTARY PROCEDURE

Paul Cosgrove, our new parliamentarian, explained the procedure for operating under Robert’s Rules of Order.
NOMINATIONS REPORT

Jim Fellers, chair of the Nominating Committee, explained the process for making corrections or changes to the Nominations Report.  

EQUITABLE COMPENSATION

John Grimsted, chair of the Commission on Equitable Compensation, presented the commission’s report.  They are recommending that the minimum cash salary for elders be set at $28,000; for probationary members at $26,600; for local pastors at $25,200.  These figures would apply to all new appointments.  This is an increase of 3.75% over last year.  In addition, these would be a $100 increase for each year of service, with a maximum of 10 years, or $1000.  The Commission is recommending a minimum of $3,800 as a utilities allowance, and $2,500 as a minimum for business and professional expenses.

John moved that the conference accept the commission’s report. Seconded.


Motion passed.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Brian Nelson-Munson, chair of the Board of Trustees, moved a resolution as follows: That the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church adopt the Property and Casualty Trust (PACT) as the standard for all local church and conference property and casualty insurance coverage effective after July 1, 2007.  Any alternative or substituted coverage must provide equivalent or better coverage than the standard PACT coverage.


Motion passed.
BISHOP’S AWARD

The bishop invited district superintendent Kate Conolly to join him with the recipient’s family as he presented the Bishop’s Award to Gregory Paul Nelson.  

WELLNESS CHALLENGE

Ardis Letey issued a challenge to members of the conference to earn points for wellness practices.  Points will also be given for weight loss, in order to support healthy lifestyle choices.

AFFIRMATION OF DCRM AND DCM

The bishop helped us to recognize the work done by two ordained elders serving in extension ministry in our own annual conference structure: Lisa Jean Hoefner, who serves as the Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries, and Scott Harkness, who serves as Director of Connectional Ministries.  Deb Payne, the chair of the Connectional Ministries Table, formally recommended that Scott be reappointed at the DCM.  Lee Hunefeld, chair of the Camp and Retreat Ministries Team, formally recommended that Lisa Jean be reappointed at the DCRM.  The conference affirmed the excellent work done by both persons.  

READING OF EXTENSION MINISTRY APPOINTMENTS

Jim Fellers, the dean of the appointive cabinet, joined the bishop for the reading of the extension ministry appointments.

CELEBRATIONS/AWARDS

Jim Fellers called Carole Sullivan, UMW president, forward to present the Gertrude Boyd Crane scholarship to Carol Brown (Nehalem Bay), Janine DeLauney (Fremont), and Teresa Salyer (Albany).  

The Jason Lee award was announced by Jim Fellers.  It will be presented to Rod Fielder, who will receive it in his local church, Sweet Home UMC.

Jim announced scholarships to be award as follows: 

Ethnic Minority Leadership Award: Miyoko Fujii Patricelli (Eugene First UMC, attending Whitman College); 

Merit Award: Scott Davidson Fuson (Lake Oswego UMC, attending University of Denver);

Undergraduate leadership awards: 

Central District: Taylor Rochelle Stanley (Fossil UMC, attending Eastern Oregon University); 

Eastern District: Abby Maureen Waters (Twin Falls UMC, attending Boise State University);

Metro District: Kelsey Maureen Watts (Rose City Park UMC, attending Chapman University);

Southern District: Emily Jane Douglas (Eugene First UMC, attending University of Portland);

Western District: Katie Ann Wallace (Sherwood UMC, attending Corban College).

DISCUSSION ON CHANGES

The bishop talked about two new concepts in our session: discernment groups and discipleship groups.  He offered some rationale for why we are moving in this direction.  The discipleship groups will enable us to reclaim some of our Wesleyan tradition as we meet in small groups for hymn singing, scripture, prayer, and conversation.  The discernment groups take the place of the old legislative groups, with more intent towards discerning together in our legislative discussions.
MEAL BLESSING

Janet Cromwell offered a blessing for our meal.

The session was adjourned for lunch at 11:48 am.

